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D
URING recent seasons the English Selection Committee have 

certainly had their fair share of criticism. Last year the 
exclusion bf Ken Stanley, even from trials, was a remarkable 

blunder brought about by lack of teamwork of their own committee. 
The season before one player was invited to the trials, won practic
ally every game, then told to go home,-" not wanted." But then, 
decisions unpopular in some quarters cannot be avoided, and are 
perh_�ps. _inevitable. Viewed on paper the methods of the English 
Selectors are as good as any, these being, in their own words, as 
follows : " Trials are held only when the Selection Committee is in 
doubt as to the form of the various people who might be considered 
for selection. Trials for Juniors are held annually. Wider trials, 
as with other Associations and other sports organisations, are not 
held when the form of the players is generally known. The Selection 
Committee maintains a card index system of players, with results 
of County· matches, etc., and also receives correspondence from 
Leagues and Associations. The Selection Committee is in a position 
usually to know who are the good players in the country, and it was 
felt that trials were not needed on the basis of nomination." Well, 
that's all fair enough, providing the S .C. remains master of the 
Card Index System and does not ·become complacent and allow the 
Card Index System to become master of the S.C. Unfortunately 
past history does not promote full confidence, and what has often 
been lacking is the human touch in the shape of members of the S .C. 
at open tournaments. � .. ome of these illustrious gentlemen are rarely 
seen at tournaments outside their own locality. If, coupled with the 
Card Index System and reports from League Secretaries, etc., they 
were fo-congregate in force at, say, three open tournaments per year, 
one North, one Midlands and one South, then their prestige would 
be enhanced and what is more important, younger players would feel 
that their performances were being watched with a sincere interest .. 
It has been officially stated that as the World Championships this 
season come after the English Open it may not be necessary to hold 
trials ·at all, but use the English Open Championships as the basis 
for selection. If so much can be admitted about the value of the 
National event then why can't we see a full team of Selectors at one or 
two tournaments outside London 1 



By GOSSIMA During the summer Victor Barna did not make his proposed visit to South America and neither did Stanley Proffitt go to India. Jack Carrington however did make an extensive tour of the Scandinavian countries, including Finland, in the capacity of table tennis coach. He has been appointed Official Coach for Scandinavia which is surely another feather in Jack's cap, and in my opinion is one more proof. of him being the world's best coach. Jack Carrington has made a scientific study of table tennis and the various methods of coaching, and as his book will . show h:.! has the knack of putting over his knowledge to the pupil. Like all our best products, however, it seems that ev�n Jack is now for export. 
* * * The lively Yorkshire County Association however, have made sure of retaining a portion of Jack Carrington for the home market. During the coming season he has been engaged to give a series of long week-end coaching sessions in Yorkshire strongholds. About thirty or forty players will be chosen for coaching, and it is proposed to meet the expense on a threeway basis, namely County, Local League, and the, player himself. Where the player is unable to meet the expense special arrangements are to be made. Two of Yorkshire's most promising young girls are Joan Bycroft (Bradford) and Audrey Bray (Leeds). Audrey Bray did exceedingly well in the Daily Mirror tournament. * * * It has been arranged that Jack Carrington's Official status in Yorkshire will be "Consultant Coach." I asked Mr. Leslie Forrest, who is organising the coaching scheme, what was the difference between a "Consultant· Coach" and an ordinary Coach. Leslie looked rather serious but there was a twinkle in his eye when he said, "Well, it's something like the difference between a doctor and a specialist." * * * 

Alan Shepherd (Bolton, International). Of course its Mrs. Casofsky and Mrs. Shepherd who are directly affiliated members, that's understood, so Lancashire's playing strength will not be affected. But Yorkshire gets hit with the affiliation of Mrs. Norma Bishop (Hull) to the Stork Club. All three memberships are not expected to expire before early in 1951. * * * The English summer is South Africa's table tennis season and once again the Union has made great strides, with the game becoming more and more popular. Alec Brook and St:,phen Boros had a wonderful five-month tour, while Richard Bergmann drew packed houses. The "champ" won a hundred guinea trophy put up • by the Dunlop Organisation against competition from Rex Edwards (ranked No. 1), Ron Litten. H mie SofeT, Elizabeth Blackbourne and other leading S.A. players. Richard had t give all opponents a five-point tart. yet even so he won easily. Mi s Blackbourne by the way, is so far ahead of the \ omen in S. Africa that sh pla in men' tournaments on level terms. Bergmann's tour was sponsored by H mie ofer who guarante�d Bergmann a minimum of £50 a week. * * Is this a record? Mr. Ray Smith of Grays has been appointed Secretary of the Essex County T.T.A. His age is nineteen. Does that make him the youngest County Secretary ever? * * * Essex County are placing high hopes on their younger players for this coming season. Peter Smith who made the grade as an English Junior international now becomes a senior along with Essex Junior Champion Les Hall. Still eligible for the junior ranks are Brian Shepherd. who did so well in the Daily Mirror t urnament, and Colin Anthony b th from Romford. Anthony still ha t,, before he passes the age limit 
* * • N :,w Stork Club rt1e'11bers are Benny Casofsky (Manchester, International) and -the 
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Record articles on what is the most suitable age that a player can te regarded as a veteran. Mr. Malcolm Scott, chairman of the Wolverhampton T.T.A. feels that th� age s�,ould be 45 .. tears. "This as you �now, he says, . 1s the ag.! of wh�ch msural}ce com_pames are usually wary regardmg t�e issue of life policies." It has b.::en said that at 30 a player becomes a veteran, yet on th:, other hand we remember a remark made by seventy year old Mr. Tarrant at a recent English Open, _when �·e ruefully shook his head and said he did not think he stood much of a chance for the veteran's event as there were too many youn6sters ta'.cing part. * * * The nurt?-ber of Leagues and Associations affiliated w�t:i the English Table Tennis Association at the close of last season was 299. This shows an increase of 69 ori the 1938 / 39 figures. * * • A new note has been struck b·r the Esse.x T.T.A. who have formed an Essex T.T. Supporters . Club. They mean to extend �nd do_ thmgs in a big way. Funds wer� raised with the running of a Grand National Sweepstake. * * • . Some folk think it wouldn't be a bad idea to organise a Forecast Pool on C<?unty T.T. matches. What do r�aders thmk? The matter was raised at the last A.G.M. of the E.T.T.A. but turned down ?ecause many Church Clubs were included m the Association and quite naturally they would oppose it. 
!� 
! 

. From Gloucester comes the news that the Duke of Beaufort is now President of th_e Gloucester T.T.A., but a great loss :,,y1ll be ±:elt by Cheltenham and Gloucester 1f Denms T_hompson �ventually takes up the new busmess appomtment in Norwich O.K. by you Norwich. * * * We are likely to see some new names from t_he �est of England wirhin the usual time 1t takes for a star to b� born and deve�oped. Swaythling Cup player Aubr�y S1mo_ns h_as been giving Summer coachmg which 1s to extend into late September to youngsters of the Bath T.T. Lague. Officials Len Ollis and Jack Betcher have been running this scheme and have put in some overtime for the sake of the boys and girls. * * * A ballot was recently held between n_early �fty English Registered (Profess10nal) p.ayers so that they might form a com_mittee of six to represent themselves. Votmg resulted as follows for the first twelve places, but only the top six are elected to the Committee : A. A. Haydon ............... 26 votes. Mrs .. P. Allen . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 24 votes. A. Simons . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 23 votes. G. V. �arna .................. 22 votes. J. Carrmgton ............... 22 votes. S. Proffitt . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 21 votes. K. Stanley . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 votes. Miss M. Franks ............ 14 votes. T. Sears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 votes. L. Thompson ............... 12 votes. R. Crayden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 votes. J. Leach ..................... 10 votes. 

Sixteen �year- old Mar-eel Bar-owh (Fr-ance) Finalist in The East of England Junior- Event. 
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October 30th, in Kentish Town, 
London. Tickets can be O'btaine<l from 
G. R. Harrower, 68, Gloucester Road, 
New Barnet, Herts. 

RONNIE BAKER 
(Manchester) 

We received quite a number of letters 
from readers asking how they might give 
their tables a new surface. The adver
tirnment printed on page 16 showing the 
famous Skarsten Scraper is one answer 
to the problem. The Scraper is easy to 
handle and will give an old table a 
clean new surface in readiness for re
painting. If readers have any difficulty 
in obtaining the Scraper they should 
contact the manufacturers or this 
magazine. 

* * 
Victor Barna tells me that in spite of 

his retirement from competitive singles 
play he expects the coming season to 
be a busy one. He has already arranged 
to play in a number of Doubles 
Championships and exhibition matches 
will be as numerous as ever. 'l'he month 
of September will see him in France on 
business as well as an exhibition in 
Grenoble, South France. He expects 
to be home again early in October. 

* * * 

* * * 
Michael Sza bados writing m this 

issue is unable to recall who he beat 
in the final of the English Open for the 
year 1931-32. We have considerable 
pre-war records at the Table Tennis 
Revi•ew office, but unfortunately we can
not supply the missing information. 
We have approached four leading per
sonalities but still the name of the 
finalist remains elusive. Even the 
English Association cannot help as ail 
their records were destroyed in a born b
ing raid. Can any reader help? The 
sender of the most helpful reply will 
receive a high grade T.T. bat. 

* * * 
It is becoming quite the craze now 

for young T.T. fans to spend their holi
days hitch-hiking or cycling on the 
Continent. WitJh them go the inevitable 
T.T. bats together with high hopes of 
getting in some practice with foreign 
players. Upon their return part of the 
holiday experience i gen rally how they 
nearly took a game from mouretti or 
Haguenauer. 'Ihi ·umm r. however, 
I met one instance of thi. process in 
reverse. Spending a month'. holiday in 
Manchester was ·Marcel Bar wh from 
Nice, a sixteen year 11 Junior 
Champion of Southern ran :Marcel 
is quite a diminutive f \lo,...-, five feet 
high and only six ton two pounds. 
His defence is stylish and hi back-hand 
flick rather reminiscen of Yictor Barna, 
although he has neYer seen Yiclor play. 

* * 
If this was a racing column, I would 

finish with my Best Selection for the 
week. It's not a racing column but that 
doesn't stop me from giving you my 
best selection for the coming season. 
He is young-in his teens-tall, and a 
hard hitter with a style not unlike the 
Yanks, Miles and Reisman. He ha a 
pleasing personality that will be a credit 
to English International table t nnis. 
You can't keep a good lad down and no 
matter how much the big-whip: may 
overlook he is going to get th r just 
the same. This will be his His 
name-Ronnie Baker! need 
to try to remember it. per-

The Champion County versus The 
Rest match will be played on Monday, 

formances will sen·e a re-
minders. 
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CHINESE SWING MUSIC & T.T. 
"SOHNOZ.ZLE" DURANTE once 

. described events as being "the by GEOFF. COULTHREAD co�d1shums . dat prevail," and he cer
�amly descn bed Singapore Table Tennis 
m a nutshell. The conditions here are a reye_lati�n when compared with those obtammg m the United Kingdom 

(Formerly Wimbledon T.T.) 

The Dockyard, for whose team i play and w�o ar� tho only European tea� competmg, 1s twenty-five miles away from the hall in which all matches are played. 
On arrival at the "Great World" Amusement Park, the venue for this 

year's Singles, Doubles and Team events 
-the complete programme takes four mont�s to complete, usin.g three tables 
per mght for seven nights each week
we find that the hall has only two walls 
and a roof, with the ends behind the 
tables absolutely open to the elements. 
Average rainfall_ is 120 i�ches per year, 
so there are mterrupt10ns from the 
�eather from time to time, though i.t 
1s cooler than _an enclosed building, as 
an average night temperature is 85 
de_grees-Bingapore being only sixty 
miles north of the Equator. 

There are neither dressing rooms nor 
s�ower�, so !?layers have to change 
either �n public_ or in their transport. 
Returnmg at mght, sweaty and tired 
you find twenty miles is a very long 
way!!! 

CHUA KIM HEARN 

Singapore Champion 

1948 - 1949 
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The playing conditions themselves are not to? bad; concrete floor, three 100 watt lights ( due to the strain on the Great World's Generator we •cannot have anything more_ powerful) and home�rnade tables which are made of on� mch _boards with ordinary green parnt applied. 
The background is distracting, as there 3:re several large cream pillars supportmg_ the roof, and all spectators wear wh1te-c?lo

1
ure� clothing. 'l'he general effect is ' P1casso-ish " and not too good for timing the ball.' 

_These _ things are trying but the most d1stract10n of all is the noise which comes _ from the adjoining buildings. At on� side of the hall there is a cafe which employs a )eather-lunged swing band, complete with vocalists and a 
:pm,�erfnl " mike,'.' �h� order of play is Europea:1 music, Chmes(} music and later a Chmese " Wayang" (play). 

(Continued on page 6) 

View or three of the tables 

in "Great World". 

Behind Lattice screen, Cafe 

and Swing Band. 

H. M, Dockyard Team 1950. 

Left to right : P. Goldring (Portsmouth) 

R. Conning (Plymouth) G. Coulthread 

(Wimbledon) 



Funny how opinions differ over a 
period of years ! Time_ was, when Ta�le 
Tennis and Lawn Tenms were automatic
ally linked, then came the era when the 
two games did not "agree with each 
other." Now, once again we hear of 
first class T.T. players turning, for 
summer sport to Lawn Tennis and of an 
inter-county match being arranged at 
Lawn Tennis between well known T.T. 
players. The counties concerned are 
Essex and Middlesex. Essex have some 
useful players, but Middlesex can call on 
Bernard Crouch, Michael Thornhill, 
Maurice Bergl, Ken Craigie, Victor Barna, 
Len Adams and Geoff Harrower-all of 
whom arc useful more than somewhat. 
Still-so long as Essex don't mind ! 

Victor Barna has a tennis court outside 
his comfortable flat at Pinner and he 
plays whenever the opportunity arises. He 
and his attractive wife, Suzy, had expected 
to go to South America _this summer, but 
things "fell through" owmg to haphazard 

. arrangements the other end. The Barna's 
are now looking forward to a late Sept�m
ber holiday in Paris. · Johnny Leach 1s _a 
member of the Essex T.T. lawn tenms 
team and he also plays a good game of 
cricket. Johnny, Daisy and little Johnny 
spent an August holiday at Weymouth 
and Torquay, but now Johnny senior will 
soon be getting in some training at the 
· Fulham F.C. ground. Jack Carrington, 
accompanied by hi� _wife, Els(e,_ �as be�n 
coaching and g1vmg exh1b1t10ns m 
Scandinavia. 

Ronnie and Peggy (Franks) Hook are 
also keen lawn tennis players, as is Keith 
Collar and the Essex junior, Colin 
Anthony, who has reached . the final of 
the Schoolboys' Championship at Queens 
Club. During this summer's Inter-County 
Lawn Tennis Championships at Folke
stone, genial Howard Wal ton (Davis �up 
player from "Brum") was seen amblmg 
along as though he owned most-if not 
all of the town. Howard enjoys life ! 
Geoff Harrower's spare . tir:rie (outside 
T.T. coaching) has been hmit�d, but _he 
found time for a holiday at Bnxham with 
his wife Bobbie (formerly a gymnast of 
international standard) and their little 
girl of severi years. . . . A ubrey Simons has been mdu!gmg m 
,quite a bit . of cricket, appea�mg for 
Gloucestershire II and also for Bnstol and 

6 

District XI. Aubrey's first game for 
Gloucester was against Devon and by a 
coincidence he was top scorer for the 
team with 60 runs, while Jimmy Stally
brass was top scorer for Devon with 97 
runs. Jimmy is well-known as a T.T. 
player in the West of England and was . a 
great friend of Ronnie Litten (now m 
South Africa). 

Ex-Swaythling Cup star Stanley Proffitt, 
now T.T. journalist and member of the 
English Selection Comn:iittee, has �een 
playing as cricket profe_ss10nal for Bollu�g
ton in the Lancash1re and Chesh1re 
League. In addition Stanley h�s been 
giving a fair  amount _ot T.T. co�chmg, one 
of his most prom1smg pupils . at the 
moment being A udrey Jones of Liverpoo_l. 

Some T.T. players spend most of the1r 
summer doing what? You'd ne_ver guess_ ! 
Playing Table Tennis ! Belongmg to this 
keen type are Harry Venner, last season 
Swaythling Cup player an? the you�g 
Essex champion, Barbara Milb�nk, w�o 1s 
looking forward to her Daily Mirror 
tournament prize of a week:s holiday 
(with bags of T.T.) at a holiday camp 
near Lowe�toft. Jack Carrington and 
Ken Stanley have b�en engaged as T.T. 
coaches for this particular week. 

It is always interesting to watch how 
youngsters progress in arious spheres of 
sport-for versatility is always worth a 
cheer. One to watch, Loi�is Dev�reux 
(Torquay) already a T.T. mternatI�nal, 
has played this su1?mer for: the Combmed 
Services· XI at cncket, midst very good 
company. Since he is al�o verx nearlr, 
ready for first-class profess10nal s?ccer, 
it is quite: "on the cards" th-;lt Loms may 
one day be England's leadmg all-round 
sportsman. We'll "keep our fingers 
crossed" . for him anyway. 

(Continued from page �) 
Adjoining this  ca;fe an� about ten 

yards from · our hall is a Chmese theatre 
which uses gongs and shrill voices ( once 
again a_ goo� '' mike '' to help ) �on
tinuously durmg the performance. !1f�y 
yards away, j ust to add to the n01se 1s 
a Malay '' Rongang ' '  -an ou -door 
Dance H all . 

Nevertheless we enjoy our ame and 
I must confess that I would play under 
the world' s worst condition r< her than 
not play at all . 

let's Stop Tl,is NewRale Business 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  B y  KEN S TANLEY l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l ii'I I I I I I I IHI I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  

A LONG time ago, in 1938, a few 
people decided that the 6¾in. net 

was too high . They thought that play 
was becoming too boring-to watch . 
Their lin8 of thinking was purely from 
spectator's point of  view. 

In their opinion a lower net would 
bring forth more enterprising play.  
Controversy reaC;hed its peak after the 
World Championships in Prague, 1938, 
when one point lasted two hours . Play 
through the whole of that tournament 
was mostly dull and unenterprising, bnt 
this wasn't due to the high net ; poor 
tables and bad l ighting were the cause. This is a failing with many official s .  They expect players to  play a wonderful 
game when sometimes the lighting is so 
bad that they can hardly see the bal l .  

I ' l l  stick my neck out by saying, that you will aways have " pushing " when a certain two clash ; you could take the net away completely and they would still " push "-call it a physchological factor. 

" You'll never regret buying" 

YOUR 

KEN STANLEY 

eAutograp/2 'Bat 
• Played wi'th by the following 

Internationals :-
ALAN SHEPHERD, D. G. 

ELLISON (Junior Inter
national & Champion) , H.  
BAXTER and J .  H ILLAN 
(Scottish Internatidhals & 
Doubles Champions) . e Leading players in many 
countries are following their 
example-Why Don't You ? e Also first class tables made by 
Messrs . Sams Brothers, Ltd . ,  
manufacturers o f  · quality 
Sports Equipment for over 
30 years. 

Messrs. Sams Bros. Ltd. 

Duke St, Hoddesdon, Herts. 

7 

There has been a, lot of publicity on 
the old game versus the new game, yet 
the maj ority of players to-day never 
knew the old gaine-they never even saw 
it played .  So I will try to describe it 
briefly. 

With the high net, attacking strokes 
were made with a, longer approach on to 
the ·ball, making the strbke more grace
ful .  A top-spin drive was needed, a flat 
hit, as we know it to-day, •being impos
sible. The play had to be worked up 
for the winning shot by playing these 
more graceful strokes at a steady pace, 
working your opponent gradually out o f  
position with angle shots, drop shots, 
and altogether there was a lot more 
brain work going into the game than 
there is at present. 

Rallies were longer and far more 
satisfaction was derived from playing, 
and, in my opinion, it was far more 
entertaining and th.ril l ing to watch than 
the hit'-and-slam game of to-day. 
Finger S,pin Service 

This was barred for the same reason 
that the net was lowered, i . e . ,  purely 
from the spectator ' s  viewpoint. All I 
say is this,  that if a player wishes to 
spend hours practising a serve, he is 
entitled to win points from it .  I also 
maintain that any .good. player should · be 
able to return finger spin serves . 

However, after the finger spin serve 
was banned, players became very pro
ficient without using finger spin. So 
again there was introduced yet another 
way of  serving-flat hand, ball thrown 
·up-you know it. 

To name only one player, Sol Schiff, 
his new serves are j ust as difficult to 
return as ever, so what will happen 
when players perfect this new rule 
serve . The way things are though, it 
will take a long time before players 
even serve according to the new rule. 
The number who really serve correctly 
is very few . Nobody particularly likes 
the new service, so why have it ? 

Let' s go back to the serve as it was . 
Or perhaps it would be a good idea to 
throw it over the net to start--who 
knows, they may be having us do this 
before long. . : Can you imagine them banning ace 
services at Wimbledon and making them 
serve , underhand ? Can you ? 
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Good footwork is the first rule and 
foundation of good table tennis. And 
Dunlop - masters of the sports shoe 
craft-have designed the ideal shoes for 
the game . Here are correct support, 
perfect instep fit, plus the faultless 
cushioned comfort of Dunlopillo 
insoles - and ventilex canvas uppers 
for real ventilation ._ 

AMBER FLASH : 

Laced to toe. White crepe sole. 
Dunlopillo latex foam insole. 

WHITE FLASH : 

Oxford. Black 'hard court' 
soling. Dunlopillo latex foam 
insole. 

ME.N 'S 6- 1 2  • WOM E N 'S 6-8 

BOYS' 3-5 

D.unlop SPORTS SHOES - ,,� a,J a, /t:MhJ 

C U N L O P  R U B B E R  C O .  L T D . ,  ( F O O T W E A R  D I V I S I O N ) ,  S P E K E . 
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L I V E R P O O L  

- F/SP 1 6a 

AUSTRALIA'S 
NEW 

STAR • • 

O
N her way to Sydney, Dora Beregi, 
ex-English Corbillon Cup star, 

stopped for several days in Melbourne. 
The Melbourne table tennis officials 
tried unsuccessfully to persuade her to 
return for the Victorian Championships. 
By coincidence Michael Szabados was on 
his way to Western Australia by boat 
and arrived in Melbourne at the same 
time. No time was lost and a ship
board match was arranged between 
these two one-time Hungarians. An 
audience of one thousand received an 
unexpected treat when they witnessed 
some world-class .stuff. 

Dora (married name Mrs. Devenny) 
together with her husband and baby 
Johnny have now started a new life in 
Australia . In table tennis circles sfie 
is officially termed a '' new '' Austra
lian, which means that she is an immi
grant who learnt her game overseas. 
On the boat going over Dora had several 
hours table tennis practice every day 
and upon her arrival she received 
considerable Press publicity. 

Interviewed by Julie Norman, for the 

Keeping in  form on board ship 
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D ORA BEREGI and Baby John 

Australian Magazine " Woman, "  she 
was described as, " Tiny, with a com
fortably rounded figure and such an air 
of beaming motherly pride when she 
looks at baby son Johnny. It is diffi
cult to imagine her as the ' hardest
hitting woman player in the world.' 

Dora showed Julie Norman her blue 
English blouse embroidered with the . 
three gold lions .  " I can see  you are 
very proud to wear that blouse," smiled 
Jul ie. " Almost as proud, " ca me  the 
reply, " as I am of my darling son . 
Happily I was sti ll  in form after 
Johnny was born, but another clever . 
English girl player who had a baby 
about the same time found her game 
had gone to  pieces afterwards . ' ' 

One disappointment to Dora upon her 
a rrival in Australia was to find so few 
table tennis clubs. Realising what a 
tremendous drnw-back this is to the 
game, she now has dreams of forming a 
club where promising young players can  
meet and receive proper coaching. 
Hi therto Australia has had few, if any 
women players of real promise, · but i f  
Dora's plans succeed it  is  likely that 
this situation will not continue much 
longer. Meanwhile she is completely 
happy in her n ew country. Her parting 
words to the Press interviewer were, 
" AustraJia , my husband, my son 
Johnny and table tennis. What more 
could I want ? " 



The COUNTY UMPIRE SCHE�llfE 
By GEOFFREY JAMES 

(Hon. Secretary National Umpires Committee ) .  

r-r'HE vast growth of  our game since 
1 the war has necessarily 'brought 

with it many alterations ?f 01:ganising 
methods in nearly every d1rect10n. In
cluded in this has been the long over
due recognition of the importance of 
umpires. There has, of course, 1>een . a 
great and automati� improvement m 
their standards during the last fe�v 
years but this has been gradua� and it 
has been obvious for some while that 
the time had come when, in fairness to 
the hard working individuals them
selves as well as to the :game generally, 
definite standards of practical ability in 
this  direction should be set . 

Gone, for ever we hope, will soon be 
the days when casual spectators and 
tired players have a card and ball thrust 
into their hands with the desperate plea 
of " Take this one, old man, please. " 
With it must al-so go the willing but 
ignorant volunteer whose ignorance. re
sults entirely from a lack of officr�lly 
inspired incentive to fully '.1ppreciate 
the absolute importance of hrs task to 
the game. It may be an exaggeration 
to say that a good umpire can make a 
match but it is a tragic truth that a 
bad one can ruin it . 

Therefore, over a year ago a Sub
committee was appointed by the 
National Executive of the E.T.T.A.  to 
devise a scheme for the qualification and 
registration of Umpires . Their task 
was, of necessity, a lengthy one. As 
far as could be ascertained no wholesale 
national scheme as was envisaged had ever been attempted anywhere before and details obtained from other sports 
produced nothing capable of being satis
factorily adapted to our requirements. 
Such a scheme had to be easily work
able throuahout the country without 
requiring �ore operators than it would 
qualify and yet ensure that an efficient 
body of officials was built up. 
A G rad i,ng System. 

Thus it wa,s decided to adopt a grad
ing system and as the lowest grade 
would presumably contain the bulk of 
the candidates the obvious solution was 
to commence with this. Once it had been formed into a smooth-running 
organisation extensions would be made and officials would graduate .through it 
to any higher class or  c\asses . So was 

born the " County Umpire." 
Now what do we expect of the 

Count; Umpire? Firstly, he must have 
a full knowledge and thorough under
standing of the laws of the game. 
Secondly, he must be able to assume 
tactful control of a match, make prompt 
decision s and call the score clearly in 
such a way that it is readily audible to 
both players and spectators .  T_hese _are 
absolute essentials and an umprre with
out them unsettles the competitors, 
annoys spectators and does only harm to 
our game. . . . 

Having laid down these condit10ns it 
remained to find the best way of apply
ing them. The only meth?d _of. dealing 
with the first part was by msrstmg th_at 
candidates answer a test and while 
realising that the ideal to this e?d 
would be an oral test before an examin
i ng board or at least a written paper 
taken under exami:r ntion room condi
tions this was felt to be impracticable in 
view of the amount of ·work which would 
be created in setting up local boards 
with the resultant possibility of their 
variations in standard as well as the 
travelling cliificulti.e1' candidates would 
experience, particularly outside the 
main population centres .  

At  the  same time it was emphasised 
that we were endeavouring to qualify 
the bulk of umpires into the lowest 
grade of the scheme in an effort to have 
a large number of qualified officials 
throughout the country, on whom 
organisers could depend. It was not 
the intention at this stage to find a 
small band of superior individuals 
capwble of handling World Champion
ship finals. 
The Test Paper. 

We have, therefore, produced a test 
paper which candidates may answer in 
their own time with access to books of 
reference and the opinions of others. 
After all, as already stated, we want to 
ensure that the rules have 'been read 
and understood and feel that unless 
this is  the case, no umpire will succeed 
in obtaining sufficient marks to pass 
the written test paper which ha been 
designed primarily to test hi or her 
understanding of the rules. 

Having coped successfully with the ·  
written side h e  is now appointed a pro-
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bationary county umpire but must 
prove in the same season that he 
satisfies the second point of qualifica
t ions-namely, the test of practical 
ability for, we appreciate that an official 
may well be able to pass the written 
test but still be a very bad umpire. 
Here he must show in matches before a 
public audience that he is capable of 
applying his already proved knowledge, 
effectively and to the general satis
faction of all concerned. 

This practical test may appear of 
greater importance than the written 
because many already known efficient 
umpires may well be ignorant in several 
vital points of law simply because they 
have never afi.sen in the matches at 
which they have officiated and fate 
always seems to decree that when such 
points occur they are at very vital 
stages of matches when a wrong decision 
often leads to endles,s trouble. There
fore we feei that the combination of 
written and practical tests· will not only 
provide the numbers of officials urgently 
needed everywhere but will, we hope; 
do much to raise the general standard 
throughout the country as well as to 
awaken intere · t in thi-s vory essential 
s ide of the game. 

To simplify ad ministration this has 
been decentralised and will be entirely 
in the hands of the Counties who have 
all appointed their  own umpiring com
mittees. These will i'3sue and mark test 
papers in accordance with model 
a,nswers laid down by the national Sub
Committee as well as carry out the 
practical tests with which they will deal 
again on Nat:onally approved standards. 

How to Become an U mpire. 
If you want to become a County 

Umpire you must first apply for a test 
paper and explanatory leaflet to your 
County Association or, if no such body 
exists, in your area to the E.1'.T.A. 
Offices in London. After satisfactorily 
completing the paper you will be 
appointed a Probatioaary County Um
pire and given the opportunity of hand
ling matches which will enable you to 
satisfy your loca l body that you can be 
accepted as a full County Umpire when 
you will be entitled to obtain your 
County Umpire badge. 

This badge is now being prepared and, 
although you will be asked to pay 2 / 6d. 
for it, I thi�k yon w; l l fi:id it well worth 
the expenditure.  At a,ny rnte if you 
at any time cease to be a County 
Umpire then 2 /- is refunded on the 
return of the badge. 
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To Make You Think 

A FEW OF THE FORTY QUESTIONS 

FROM THE TEST PAPER FOR: 

COUNTY UMPIRES 

* 
A T 12-9 in the final game £t £s realiseil 

that the players are at the same ends as· 
they were when that. game commenced. 

(a) What act£on must the umpfre take ? 
(b) What score does he call before the· 

next po£nt £s played ? 
A player makes no effort to return a 

d�fficult serv£ce, say£ng he was not ready. Is
the umpfre obl£ged to call a let ? 

During a game the ball in striking the 
table, is diverted by a piece of grit. What 
action,. zf any, should the umpire take ? 

Would you allow a let :-
(a) zf a player trips over a spectator's legs 

in attempting a return ? 
(b) if a large moth flits over the table 

dur£ng play ? 
(c) if a player slips on a potishedfioor and 

fails in a return which you believe 
would otherwise have been successful ? 

A returns the ball, which passes above the 
lights before bouncing on B's side of the table. 
B misses the return. Who wins the point ? 

A is ambidextrous and in the course of a 
rest, he transfers the racket from his right 
hand to his left, and continues to make 
succes�ful returns. Is this permitted ? 

A makes an unreturnable hit, but it is 
obvious from the sound of the ball on the bat 
and of the ball on the table that the ball is 
cracked. Does the umpire allow the po£nt ? 
The f al!, after crossing the net in service, 
is volleyed by the striker-out. What dec£sion 
does the umpire give :-

(a) zf the ball has touched the net ? 
(b) zf it has not done so ? 
How does the service rule affect a one

armed player ? 
In doubles, would you allow a service 

which bounces on the centre Hne ? 
Before a match, one player drav.;s your 

attention to refiection of the lights from the 
surf ace of the table, which is shiny and: 
refuses to play on that table. Is the player 
justified £n this ? 

The server throws the ball up but, realising 
he has not thrown it vertically, catches it 
without trying to strike" it. What action must 
the un,pire take ? . 
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The Empress Ballroom at Butlin's, 
Skegness, made a grand setting for the first 
" Open " of 1950 /5 1 season. 

What a gathering of the " stars," 
including Leach, Simons, Stanley, Venner, 
Carrington, Allcock, . Peggy Franks, M. 
Cumberbatch, Adele Wood and Margaret 
Fry ; England, Scotland and Wales were 
all represented. 

Ron Allcock was in great form, hitting 
his way steadily through to the Men's 
Singles Semi-final, and disposing of 
Venner, Wally Poole, A. R. Miller; and 
R. · J .  Turner, en route. Peter Skerratt 
forced Simons to a 20 all game ; this lad 
will go places. 

Brian Kennedy and Alan Thompson 
accounted for Leach and Carrington in 
three games in the Men's Doubles ; while 
Skerratt and Simpson (Scunthorpe) put out 
Stanley and Simons. 

Eileen Grimstone fought with usual 
determination past Cumberbatch and Piper 
to the Women's Singles Semi-final. 
Margaret Fry went out to Mrs . Rowe 

We can supply . . . 

TABLE TENNIS 
BOOKS 

TABLE TENNIS  COM ES OF AGE 
By Sol Schiff, 8 /- post free 

TABLE TENNIS  
By Victor Barna, 1 /2  post free 

MODERN TABLE TENNIS  
By Jack Carrington, 6/6  post 
free. 

TWENTY-ONE U P  
B y  Richard Bergmann, 13  /
post free. 

Obtainable from Table Tennis 
Review, Book Dept., Kenworthy 
Buildings, 83, Bridge Street, Man
chester, 3 .  

TABLE TENNIS REVIEW 

BACK NUMBERS 
Copies available are those belong

ing to Volume 3 and 4, Numbers 
1 to 5. Price 1 /- each, post free. 

(Newport). Meanwhile Adele Wood was 
reaching the Semi-final, but lost in the 
third game to Audrey Bates, who went on 
to force Peggy Franks to 3 games in the 
Final. 

The highlight of the Tournament was 
the Final between Leach and Simons. 
Johnny with his magnificent defence, and 
Aubrey, close up to the table, patiently 
sparring for an opening, with both crashing 
into the attack at every opportunity. A 
perfect exhibition of careful aggression, 
with Simons more savage in attack. 

The first was Simon's game with an 
early lead maintained throughout. The 
second game saw Johnny in front all the 
way. 

The third deciding game started with 
both opponents carefully waiting for an 
opening until 5 all. Then Aubrey tested 
out Johnny's defence to the limit, and with 
terrific drives forced the score to ro-5. One 
wonderful rally fairly brought the crowd to 
their feet. Then Leach doggedly fought 
back to 16 all, but it was Aubrey's day with 
a final lead of 4 points. 

RESU LTS 

Semi-finals 

Men's Singles-
Simons beat Stanley, 21-9, 21-10. 
Leach beat Allcock, 21-9, 23-21. 
Women's Singles-
Bates beat Wood, 17-21, 21-12, 21-16. 
Franks beat Grimstone, 21-12, 21-13. 
Youth Singles-
G. Puller (Oldham) beat Miss J. Titterington (M/c.), 

8 and 13. 
M. Barowh (France) beat J. Burke (Halifax) , 13 and 10. 
Men's Doubles-
Adamsand Venner beat Craigie and Sharman 15 and 12. 
Crouch and Turner beat Allcock and Holland, 18-21, 

21-12, 21-16. 
Women's Doubles-
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Franks and Wood beat Mrs. Atherton and Miss Piper, 
21-18, 25-27, 21-14. 

Mrs. V. Rowe and Miss Bates beat l.vliss M. Fry and Miss 
Cumberbatch, 21-12, 20-22, 23-21. 

Finals 

Men's Singles-
Simons beat Leach, 21-16, 15-21, 21-17. 
Women's Singles-
Franks beat Bates, 21-13, 15-21, 21-11. 
Youth Singles-
Pullar beat Barowh, 21-7, 14-21, 21-15. 
Men's Doubles-
Crouch and Turner beat Adams and Venner, 21-16, 

21-18. 
Women's Doubles-
Franks and Wood beat Rowe and Bates, 21-16, 19-21, 

21-14. 
Mixed Doubles-
Venner and Miss Fry beat Allcock and :.1iss Wood, 

21-18, 19-21, 21-15. 

Can you Jl'rite 
a Lettl!r P 

T.T. BATS AS PRIZES 

W E invite readers to write giving us 
their views on any aspect of table 

tennis. You may have some grumble to 
get off your chest or perhaps an idea or two 
for the improvement of play or administra
tion. Maybe some particular Open 
Tournament leaves much to be desired. 
Whatever your views our columns are 
open to you. 

Readers' Letters 
Contributions received which are three 

hundred words or under will be treated as 
a " Letter To The Editor " and for the 
three best printed in each issue we will 
award good class table tennis bats complete 
in covers with zip fasteners . 
Articles 

Contributions of three hundred words 
or over will be treated as an article and will 
be paid for at our usual rates. Ideas for 
articles come easily if you keep your eyes 
and ears open at table tennis tournaments 
and other events. Listen to what fans talk 
and argue about; criticise writers' views in 
this journal, interview personalities if the 
opportunities come your way. A good 
style of writing is not essential and your 
material will be sub-edited if necessary. 

Photographs and Cartoons 
These also are always welcomed. 

* * * 
Address all communications to :-The 

Editor, Table Tennis Review, Kenworthy 
Buildings, 83, Bridge Street, Manchester 3. 

Receive Regularly� .................................... 'i. 
� . � � U. S.A. TABLE TENNIS TOPICS � � � � We have now made arrangements � 
� whereby readers can receive regular � 
� copies of the American magazine � 
� " Table Tennis Topics. "  The yearly � 
� subscription rate for eight copies is � 
� 6 /6d. which includes postage. Remit- � 
� tances for this amount should be � 
� posted to " Table Tennis Review," � 
� Kenworthy Buildings, 83, Bridge � 
� Street, Manchester 3. As supplies of � 
� each issue of " Topics " are received at � 
� this office copies wilt be posted � 
� immediately to English subscribers. � � � � ........................ , ........................................................................................................................................................................ '<. 

Of PETERBOROUGH 

Football Shirts, Jerseys, Hose, 
Boots-Mcgreggor, Hotspur, 

Cotton-Oxford, Alex J:tmes 
BOXING, HOCKEY, RUGBY, 
BADMINTON, SQUASH, DARTS 
Billiard Tables, slate-£1 2  1 9  5 
TABLE TE NNIS Tnps- £ i 3  6 0 

We welcome your Enquiries 

* 
46 COWGATE 

Phone : 2374 

Cycles, Minimotors, etc., Dinghies, 
Small Craft, Outboards, Fittings. 

97-99, Bridge Street 

A Good Service 

M ANY complaints have been made of 
flagrant violations of the Service 

Rule, and Administrative bodies are 
appealing for the rule to be more strictly 
observed. Players should not take the line 
that it is not necessary to use it in practice. 
You would not practise with the net nine 
inches high, or start hitting the ball before 
it bounces, so use the service law in 
practice for it is as much part of the game 
as anv of the other well-known rules. 

The object of the rule is to place the 
responsibility on the server of proving that 
any spin on his service comes solely from 
the racket. He must show beyond any 
shadow of doubt that there can be no 
possibility whatever of any spin resulting 
from the action of the ' free hand.' The 
rule reads as follows :-

In delivery of the service the free hand of 
any two-handed player shall be open and 
fia t, with fingers straight and together, 
thumb free and the ball resting on the palm 
without being cupped or pinched in any by 
the fingers. The ball shall be released by the 
free hand lifting upwards. 
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If the service i s  properly delivered, the 
ball should rise straight upward before 
being hit. 
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I=_ fast, matt green surface . Used in 
= numerous Open Tournaments . . £32 IO  o = 
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TABLE TENNIS SHIRTS 

'=====_ 
E.T.T.A. Official in Royal, Navy, Maroon and Green. Also in White. Fitted with zips in all sizes, 26 /6 each. 

OR � URUtilBityBETR.T. Shirts-S., M., OS., 1 3 /-, 1 3 /6, 14 /-, all including postage_ �==:_ Superior quality. Fast, Medium, Slow and Continental, 1 /- per piece. COVERS Attractive bat cover, Double Texture, 6 /- each. SHOES Lace-to-toe, also Bergmann Blue, 1 8  /8. POSTS Super De Luxe with Baize covering, 1 2 /3 .  NETS, 3 /6. BOOKS " How to Play," by Victor Barna, 1 /-. " Modern T.T.," 6/-. 
" 21 Up," by Richard Bergmann, 12 /6 .  BATS All autographed bats, together with the new Alec Brook, to your own specification. Make your own choice by quoting the letter and number :- -Handle-I, Cork ; 2, Wooden fonmall hand ; 3, Wooden Average. Blade-a, Attacking ; b, Defensive ; c, Medium. WINDCHEATERS .-Parisian-style in Sky, Gold, Canary, Maroon, Rust, Nigger, Navy, Green, Royal and White. Ladies' and Men's, 15 /6 and 21 /5. We specialise in supplying ALL Sports Equipment and Clothing and have Specialists on most sports on our staff. -POSTAGE PAID ON ALL ORDERS 

ALEC D. 

EAST STREET 

BR 00 K (International Champion) Dept. REV. 
HORSHAM SUSSEX 

Tel : Horsham 1 833  

-
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By BILL PARKER 

NOW that the result of the ballot for the Registered Players' Committee is known, it is interesting to see that three players from the London area have been elected. Peggy Allen (late of Lancashire) is now running a London hotel and so will soon find herself becoming more and more interested in what goes on in these parts. She is a player and writer, who has gained popularity in recent years. The election of Victor Barna will be generally acclaimed, for Victor, maestro that he has been for so long, can still find time for the little man's problems and his own opinion is always to be respected. Jack Carrington, the third Londoner, with his all-round experience, was something of a "natural" for a place on this Committee. Whilst mentioning 
Peggy Allen's move from Blackpool to London, we are rieminded that S:tanley 
Proffitt, another of this new committee, is a Manchester man who spent several years in London before returning North. Stanley, always popular down south, is a very good cricketer and a season or so before the war, took 10 wickets for 37 runs whilst playing for Clayhall C.C. The same season he enjoyed the distinction of opening · the innings for Essex in the County Championship. Most of the County associations are now organising trials for the coming season-special attention being paid to the juniors. Kent appear to have a strong batch of youngsters, Essex have four of last season's available · and Hertfordshire are also quite happily placed in this respect. However, we must- never overlook Middlesex in such matters. With all of last season's regulars above the age limit, the Champion County has set to and arranged throughout the summer and early autumn, coaching for fifteen boys and seven girls who it was hoped would make the grade. Apparently results have been heartening, though not amazin�. Greatest promise, allowing for age and his ordinary standard three months ago, is shown by a fifteen-year-old lad named 
Wickenholz, who has got his head and feet working in harmony. Generally speaking these youngsters are pleasing 

their coaches, Victor Barna, Tommy 
Sears, Leo Thompson and Geoff Har
rower-none of whom claim any payment or expenses for their work in helping the juniors. Whilst on the subject of youth it will not be long now before two of last year's leading juniors, Peter Smith (Essex and England) and Douglas Matthews (Surrey) leave for their period of Military Service. Matthews will miss his regular games at the Albion Sports shop where he is employed by Jack Carrington and 
Johnny Leach. The lease of the "Albion" is shortly expiring and arrangements are in hand for the business to be transferred from Mitcham, to Addiscombe, near 
Croydon. London players will shortly be seeing a pm-war international returning to the game. I am referring to Betty Collier, who has "taken a few years off," to raise a family and is now playing very well again. Since she lives at Golders Green, she will undoubtedly be a candidate for Middlesex County honours. The E.T.T.A. Office in Trafalgar Square is indeed a busy place. Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Kathleen Pegg, recently back from holiday in Dorset, tells me that the number of enquiries from all kinds of organisations and individuals is increasing all the time and the Association is due for more expansion. It is hoped to publish the Official Handbook much earlier this season. League and County officials can "do their bit" by sending in the details required as soon as possible. Already, several Londoners are planning to visit Hastings for the Sussex Open Championships to be held October 28 / 29th. The first open tournament in the London Area is the Eastern Suburban, which will be at Ilford from November 6-1 lth. 
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Due to unavoidable circum
stances there has been a delay 

• in the production of this issue 
of " Table Tennis Review. "  The 
next issue will be on sale early 
in November. 



Your Season's Diary • • • 
September 
Week Ending 

2. 
9. 

16. 23-24-East of England 
30. 29-30-North Midlands 
October Week Ending 7. 7 -Hartlepools 
14. 14 -Yorkshire 
21. 
28. 28-29-Sussex 
November 
Week Ending 

4. 2-4 -Birmingham 
11.  6-11-Eastern Suburban 

9-11-North of England 
11 -Hull & E. Riding 18. 17-18-Pontefract 
18-19-South of England 

25. 22-25-Merseyside 

December 
Week Ending 

2. 
9. 9 -Bournemouth 

16. 11-16-Central London 23. 
30. 
January 
Week Ending 

6. 1-6 -Metropolitan 

IMPORTANT 
NATIONAL 

EVENTS 

11-12 November
Belgian Championships 

Nov. 28-Dec. 2-
English Open 

Championships 

8-9 December
Welsh Open 

Indian Champion
ships 

6-10 January
French Champion

ships 

January 
Week Ending 
13: i: =i��th Yorkshire 
20. 18-20-Lancashire 21 -Southampton 
27. 22-27-South London 

28 -Kent 
February 
Week Ending 

3. 4 -Portsmouth 
7-8 & 12-17-Middlesex 

(Herga) 10. 8-10-Midland 
17. 18 -Hampshire 
24. 19-23-Surrey 
March Week Ending 
3. 3 -Yorkshire Juniors 

10. 
17. 17 -Grimsby 24. 24 -Bedfordshire. 
31. 31 -West of England 

IMPORTANT 
NATIONAL 

EVENTS 13 January
Engalnd v Wales 
Senior match at 

Newport 25-27 January
Irish Open 

9 February
England v Irelanrl, 

at Liverrool 

March 2-11-
World Champion

ships, Vienna 

Tournament Organisers are asked to 
send to the Editor of Table Tennis Review 
a supply of Entry Forms as early as 
possible. Readers will be supplied with 
these forms upon application and receipt of 
postage. Please do not ask for forms for 
tournaments more than three months 
ahead. 

SKARSTEN SCRAPERS 
with renewable hook-shaped blades for removing paint, 
varnish, enamel, lacquer and g lue D RY from wood, metal 
and glass surfaces, for smoothing down wood surfaces, for 
removing raised grain, runs and sags from finished surfaces. 

Skarsten's for Superior Smoothness 

NEW DUAL SCRAPER for rough work and 
fine finishing, fitted with new serrated blade 
for stripping off hard coatings and straight 
blade for finishing. 

" A  WLSCREW " 
COM BI NED 

SCREWDRIVER AND 
BRADAWL. 

Bradawl is brought into position for use by pushing up guide ring, screwdriver 
by pressing button on handle, which causes bradawl to spring back. 

SKARSTE N MAN U FACT U RI NG C O. LTD. 

HYDE WAY, WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
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I ffl tm o r i am I 
W. J .  (BI LL) POPE 

By Les l i e  E .  Forrest 

Table Tennis was worthier because of him j strong�r for 
the strength he brought J. richer for the service he gave. 

As the final issue of " Table Tennis Review " for last sesaon went to press we received the sad 
news of the death of Mr. W. J. Pope, Honorary Secretary of the English Table Tennis 
Association. The day of his death was June roth, 1950, nearly twenty-five years after he had 
helped to lay the foundation stone of the E. T. T.A.  Right in those early days Mr. Leslie 
Forrest was one . of his closest associates and we are indebted to him for this illuminating 

article on Bill Pope.-The Editor. 

IN the far off days of 1926, Leagues 
were few and far between and their 

organisation was carried on by local 
enthusiasts without any concerted policy. 

It was Bill Pope who moulded the 
Leagues together , blaze€l. the trail, 
kindled the fire and laid upon a rock 
the foundation stone of E.ngl ish table 
tennis . 

After being a keen player and club 
secretary in the Cardiff and Barry 
Leagues from 1922, I moved to Liver
pool three years later to find no 
organised table tennis, nor were there 
any Le�gues throughout Lancashire antl 
Cheshire. It is interesting at this stage 
to record that Wales had a flourishing 
Association and had been able to foster 
a " nationa l " spirit amongst its fol
lowers .  

Wales and the Welsh  people have 

LESLIE FORI\EST 

B I LL P O PE 

played a major part in my interest in  
the game . Little did I realise that 
within a year of leaving Barry and re
siding in Liverpool that I should be 
called upon to play a part in  the forma
tion of the E.T. 'f.A. , and by one-Bill 
Pope-who had himself migrated from 
Newport, Mon., to London. 
Things Take Shape. 

Bill contacted me through the medium 
of Mr . James, of Grimsby, who at that 
time was Secretary of an ·organisation 
which governed clubs in Lincolnshire 
and Yorkshire. This body threw in its 
lot with the formation of the National 
Association . 

How well do I recall the correspond
ence received from Bill Pope and of our 
first meeting at an international match 
between England and Wales, won by the 
latter, at the Memorial Hal l, London, 
1926. 

Enthusiasts and League -officia ls . to
day have no conceptio!l qf tll.t: · clifl.l<:U.l�ies 
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which beset Bill Pope in the early days . 
There was the question of discipline, 
standardisation of rules, decentralisa
tion of control, finance, and last but by 
no means least the build up of a 
National Association . 

My work in Liverpool necessitated 
visits to London when I never failed to 
call and see him. It was during a visit 
in  1927 that Bill 'phoned telling me of 
an exhibition at Luton which he be
lieved I would enjoy. Completely inno
cent of where Luton was situated even 
now I remember my surprise at the 
distance from London . However, I w·as 
well rewarded for the journey, and · that 
night saw · exhibitions of the game the 
l ike of which I had never seen ,before. 
Those taking part were ' Fred Perry,· 
Frank Wilde, the late Charlie Bull and 
Charlie Allwright. As for Bill Pope he 
wa.s here, there and every·whero chatting 
with all and sundry, which reminds me 
of  how he would attend Open tourna
ments and of his delight at meeting 
League secretaries.  First one, then 
another he would chat with and always 
the friendly smile, th� twinkle in  his 

eye-and the personal interest taken in 
the Secretary and his League . As to 
whether he was Secretary of a small  or 
large League was .of no account to Bill, 
what did m atter was that the League 
was part of the National Association. 
Bill always made anyone feel com
pletely at ease in  his presence, he en
joyed a joke and whether it be over a 
cup of tea, better known in the North 
as . a " bre"Y, " or partaking of liquid 
refreshment, he was always the same
keen to help the Leagues and enlist 
their support in National affairs. 

To a great extent the growth of the 
E.'r .T .A. may be attributed to the per
sonal contact ho had with League 
officials. 

I learned to re·spect h im not only as 
the Secretary of the E.T.T.A. , but as a 
l eader among men and one who, despite 
the pace at which he · lived and worked 
for t he game, was sympathetic to any 
problem, however small . 
. Du ring the early " pioneering " days 

if I were discoura,ged, he would renew 
me with greater enthusiasm to carry on 
the struggle .  

A n  Executive Committee o f  t h e  Engl ish Tab le  Tennis Association. From left t o  right, stand ing : M .  Goldstein 
W. Luff, A. A. Wal l ,  C. Richards, D. H.  Thomson, G.  R. Harrower, L.  A. Preston, E. Reay, F. G .  Mannooch. 
Seated : W. St,imp, Mrs; K. _Pegg (Secretary), W. J .  Pope, Hon. lvor Montag_u ,  A. �. Vint, C. C. Woodcock, 

E. W9r�l�y (Miss L. Ferguson and L. E. Forrest were unable to be present). 
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w. J .  Pope presenting his own trophy to the winners of the World's Ladles' Doubles Championship  
• M rs. Vera Dace-Thomas and M rs. Franks-Hook. 

F irst Assoo1i atio;n Offioe,s. 
The vears roll on and in 1935 one of 

Bill 's  greatest ambitions 1s achieved 
with the opening of the. Association 
offices at 64, Hir.;h Holborn. Swiftly 
follows the first publication of " Table 
Tennis " in N ovem her of the same year. 
Nothing elaborate, the mag. boasted 
but six pages and was priced at one 
penny, yet to Bi l l  . it was a start , a 
step forward, and we ll  do I remember 
his delight upon it s publ ication. 

As full-time Ass i stant .. Secretary at 
the E.T.T . A. offices I real i sed more than 
ever before of the time and energy Bi l l  
rendered in the i nterests of the  game. 
He would sacrifice h is  meals to 1be at 
the office and fo1lowing the end of his 
day's  work he would call again. Durin.g 
the season he stayed for hou rs a t  nights 
dealing with the many and varied prob
lems which continually arose . In those 
days, 1936 -1938 , voluntary workers 
helped in the office at night and never 
was there a happier band of workers . 
Despite the friendly chats and the 
never-failing ' '  leg-pull ing,'' a tremend
ous amount -of work was carried out .  

Bill revelled in  work, when not at  the 
E.T.T.A. office he would be rendering 
some form of service to the game else
where and of course there was always 
the week-end work at his home in 
Beacons field. 

I well recall during the ten years 
when in Liverpool of the many times 
Bil l  would 'phone around midnight, 
that being the time he usually arrived 
home .  On one occasion he 'phoned at 
2 a.m . ! ! ! Instinctively we realised at 
home it could be none other than Bil l ,  
and sure it was. That particular call 
was to ask me to pass on an urgeBt 
message to Ken Hyde in the morning! ! ! Bill may h�ve followed normal hours i n  
h i s  own  employment bu�  not so  in  T .T .  

Telephorne Breakdown . 
While a� the E.T.T.A. office one of 

many incidents which stand out i n  my 
mind concerned our telephone, which due 
to the mains ,being out of order, put 
ours out of action and at a time just 
prior to the English Open in 19'38. Let 
me say that our 'plrnne wa.s in  constant 
use and during the season it appeared 
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to never stop ringing. Real i s ing how 
vital it was that we be put on, Bill  went 
i nto the roadway and despite heavy 
rains appea led to the engineers, under 
cover of their tent, to do everyt h ing 
possible to get our l ine connected first . 
Need less to say Bill ' s  appeal worked the 
oracle and the 'phone buzzed again with
in a short space of time. 

One could go on and on of his work 
during the War years in helping to 
organise exhibitions in aid of the Red 
Cross and St. John Ambulance Fund .  

That he shonld ever have found time 
to play the game himself and play a 
good game, above the average c lub 
player, may come as a surprise. Yet in 
the early days Bill, using a pen-holder 
grip, played in the London I ieague. 

For but a few years did Bill enjoy 
retirement from his  business occupation . 
Perhaps,  who knows, had it not been 
for the tremendous amount of work he 
put into the organisation of the game, 
coupled w ith his devotion to our in
terests he may have lived a longer l ife. 

To those of us who knevv him and t.o 
the thousands of present-day enthusiasts 
who had not the pleasure to know him 
as I have written of him, l et his life's 
work of unselfish service be an inspira
t ion to us all . 

A. K. V INT 
E. T. T.A. Hon.  Treasurer, says : 

During the period I have been pri
vileged to hold office as Honorary 
Treasurer of the Engl ish Table Tenn is  
A ssociation. I bave serve<l with fou r 
d ifferent Secretaries-J obn Poupard, 
Godfrey Decker, John S iddron and Bi l l  
Pope, and for 14 success ive years B ill 
Pope and I worked in double harness .  
To me it seemed a lifetim e-but what a 
l ife! It is imposs ible to describe al l  that 
has gone on, but there are a few quick 
thoughts which come to mind. 

One of my earliest- recollect ions was 
in 1935, when the World Championships 
were held in ·London. W-e lost £500, 
and it was B ill ' s  proud boast that we 
were so short of  cash that he ha d to 
pay all the postage i terns out of  his own 
pocket to l a u nch the Championships. 
The tu ssle to recover onr los is a story 
in  itself, but in the short space of two 
or three years we were well set, not 
only doubling our ·membership  but repay
ing all_ that we owed, with five per cent 
in terest-! 

In the dark days of 1939 Bil l turned 
to the task of keeping the E .T . T . A .  
flag flying, and had the great idea to 
organise Pxhih itiom for H.M.  Forces, 

the Civil Defence, etc., and to promote 
schemes for raisin.g £10,00() for t he Red 
Cross and other war charities. The 
loss of our office in Holborn was a blow, 
but I alw,tys remember his little chuckle 
when he came to tell me at the Strand 
Palace Hotel  in September, 1940, ( be
lieve it or not, honeymooning!) that the 
office was bombed to the ground. In 
spite of this ca t astrophe, the merry 
twinkle in his eye was brightest v7hen he 
disc.:overed, on top of  the rubble, a table 
tenn i s  table-safe and sound. 

I suppose ,v embley was his greatest 
thrill, and the dogged way in which he 
tackled all the problems connected with 
the staging of World and English Open 
Champion ships there earned for him the 
respect of al l  connedod with the Empire 
Pool anrl Sports Arena. To me, the 
Wembley event will never be the same 
without Bil l Pope, in fact our whole 
organisation w il l  be m is sing h i m .  
His whole l i fe, physically and mentally, 
was table tennis .  'What more can a 
man give ? 

W. STAMP 
Liverpo?I Secretary and National Executive, says : 

The first t ime I met B i l l  Pope was at 
a conference held in the Y.M.C.A., 
Peter Street, Manchester, in the days 
when Jack Swann was going st rong.  I 
arrived whilst the members of the 
N. E. C. were t aking tea in the Y. M.  
Cafe and reco.gn i sing Bi l l  from his 
photographs, I went up to him and said, 
" I don ' t  think you know me, l\1r. 
Pope." Before I could say any more 
he got up from h i s chair and  held his  
hand out ,  and looking at the badge i n 
the lapel of my coat sai d ,  " I ' m  afraid 
I don ' t  know you, but apa rt from the 
fact that you are from the Liverpool 
League, I hnve nothing aga inst you. ' '  
The next t ime I met h i m  was in his 
office at Euston Road when I had be
come Treasu rer of the Liverpool League 
and we had a t e rr ific argument over 
financial matters connected with a 
Foreign Tour then in progress and which 
had visited Liverpool. 

Looking over some of our early cor
respondence I feel we should  have 
written on asbestos instead of note
paper, but one a lways felt thnt hi s one 
obj ect w·as , ' '  Wi l l  it benefit Table 
Ten n i s." His loss is going to be 
severely fel t  becau se he possessed some
thing t hat is not so apparent the'>e days 
in either sport or bui-iness-the Hnrnan 
Touch. I shal l always look back with 
pleasure on my association w ith Bi l l  
Pope . 
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:I " TWENTY-ONE UP " I 
1§§§§§§§@§§§� BY RICHARD BERGMANN §§�§§§§§§§§§� 

A year or so ago Richard Bergmann ,expressed to me his desire to one day write a really complete book on table tennis. It was to be something that had never been done before-Instruction, Statistics, Historical Facts, etc.,  etc., all were to be packed into one volume. To-day he has given the table tennis public a book of this type. In " Twenty-One Up " published by 
Sporting Handbooks, Ltd. ,  at 12/6, he has made more than a good effort to cover .everything. To me, as a looker-on at table tennis, I found his table tennis life story to be the most interesting. Instruction books have been written before, but the autobiography of a world champion breaks entirely new ground. I found it enthralling and it kept me up long after the lights in my neighbours ' houses had been switched off. He goes back to Vienna in 1933 when as a boy he bought his first table tennis set from money earned by singing in the boy's choir for the Turkish community. Right at that early age he made up his mind to become a world champion one day. But life was not easy for the Bergmann family which included six children, and money was not always plentiful. The annexation of Austria by Hitler brought greater hardships their way and the family broke up making their escapes from the Nazi terror as best they could. One of his brothers hiding in a chest succeeded in crossing to Switzer land. At the time of the annexation of Austria Bergmann was in England and the E.T.T.A. accepted the plea of Bergmann and his fellow countryman Alfred Liebster to act as guarantors. The E.T.T.A. undertook to pay them not less than 50 /- per week and for this the two Austrians held themselves at the disposal of the English Governing body for the purpose of exhibitions, etc. Although this personal section of the book is distinct from the instructional part, a young player can gain much from the determined . manner in which Richard Bergmann learnt by his mistakes. His was certainly not the easy way to become a world champion. The ambitious beginner will find here, a lesson on how to ride on with determination over all obstacles. 

Right from being a boy, table tennis became his livelihood. It is his bread and butter, with very little jam and sometimes 22 

no butter. As one progresses through the book you feel that Bergmann is writing with a purpose, and that purpose grows in intensity as the final chapters are reached. Rightly so, Bergmann feels that as world champion a decent income should be his just reward and that there should never be any need to go hungry again. On occasions he hits out at the E.T.T.A. for repeatedly standing in the way of possible earnings. He tells of the time when himself and Leibster were offered £120 per week by a theatrical agent. He writes : 
All it required was our signature and the 
blessing of the E. T. T.A. When approach
ed, the secretary, W. J. Pope, however, 
could not see his way to granting his 
organisations permission. He said there 
was no reason why we two should make 
money out of his Association which they 
had taken such great pains to build up. Richard Bergmann's story is sprinkled with humorous anecdotes all of which increase the enjoyment. Later comes a whole chapter devoted to his ideas on the future of professionalism. The instructional section is good and I can recommend it to any player wishing to improve his game. The whole technique of table tennis with its various strokes is set out clearly and you are let in to all the secrets of how to win a world championship. The book is well bound and in addition to the 242 pages there are over 100 photographs. 

Arthur Waite, The Editor. 
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Every ' LITESOME ' SUPPORTER (man's essential 
underwear giving Life a Lift)-takes the strain, 
i ncreases energy and stamina, provides an i ncredible 
sensation of security and COMFORT ! 
OVER A MILLION MEN, amongst them almost every 
great sportsman and athlete, wear ' LITESOME ' and 
SO SHOULD YOU ! 
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MAYFAIR M ODEL 17/6 
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In difficulty send C.0.D. (state waist size) 
to : 

FRE D  H U RTLEY, LTD., �-,.. 
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NOW READY-the second impression of 
the most concise book on 

TABLE TENNIS 
By the reigning World and England Champion 

RICHARD BERGMANN• 

" TWENTY-ONE UP " 
Twenty-One Up tells, in fascinating language, the story of Bergmann's rise to fame, andl provides a revealing picture of the inside of the table tennis world. 
The book also contains the best " how to play " section of any table tennis book yet published. Bergmann, probably the greatest teacher of to-day, takes the beginner and advanced player through every stage of the play. Each stroke is fully and clearly described, and the illustrations show exactly how to make it. 
In addition there are sections dealing with table tennis as played in each of the 39' affiliated countries ; the Laws of the game ; and a complete and up-to-date list of World Championship results. 
Including more than roo photographs of personalities and stars in action. 

256 pages, 36 pages of plates, 12/6 net. 
SPORTING HANDBOOKS LTD. ,  1 3  Bedford Square, W.C.l 

Austral ia-Victorian Championships 
AT the Victorian Championships 

played ;:i_t Wirth ' s  Olympia, Melbourne, in July last ,  Dr .  Walter Lowen won the. title for the fourth year in succession . His opponent in the final was K. Evans whose ma:!ly successes during the season had made h:rn a strong favourite for the Men ' s  Singles event. Final scores in favour of Lowen were, 19-21, 21-1 ] ,  21-10, 23-21 .  In the semi-finals Lowen el iminated Peters ( a rising j unior player )  and Evan s put out Sumnerf-.  
Australian and- New 

Zealand Reade•s 
Forward their orders to :-

Australian Representative, 
Table Tennis Review, 

R. R. Strang, 
P.O. Box 106, 

Brunswick, N.10, 
Melbourne,  Aust. 

CH EQU ES.-Make payable to " Table Tennis Review" 
mark " Not Negotiable," do not strike out " Bearer." 
Add sixpence exchange outside Melbourne or Wellington. 
POSTAL NOTES.-Make payable to " Table Tennis 
Review " at Brunswick (Aust. only) Wellington 
(N.Z. only). 
Subscriptions : Australia, 6/6 Back Nos. 1/3 

New Zealand 5/o , , 1/-

A " new ' ;  Australian who has been in the country nine months was 18-yearold Victor Mateson from Latvia. He i s  a left�handeu player w h o  won the Bavarian Championships in 1948-49 and also won the Latvian exile championships in G ermany in 1949 . 
1n the Women 's  - Sjngles �Iiss N .  Buckland, a newcomer to senior table tenn is ,  defeated Mrs . I .  Sherwin , 21-19, 21-17 ,  Miss Eve Nichols was eliminated by Miss Buckland in the semi-final. 

0T H ER R.ESU LTS. 

Men 's D oubles. 
Lowen and Evans beat A.  Krivickas a n d  V. Si rj atavicius, 21-17, 15-21 , 21-16, 22-20. 

J un ior ·Championship. I. Kuncait1s beat V ,  Matison ,  2.3-21 ,  21-1 7 .  
Lad fes' Doubles. S . Dr>fri.3  :wd I.  Sherwin beat Ev.  Nichols and .J . Thompson, 21-18, 21-14. 
M ixed Doubles. K. Evans and Miss Norma Buckland beat R. Wilcox and Miss Evelyn Nichols, 9-21 , 21-17, 21-,10. R. R. STRANG.  
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H e r e a n d  T h e r e  
Stroll ing Down Table Tenn is Avenue with Sam Kirkwood 

C
OME, come , Bill Parker, su:e ly  yon ' must have mis-rcad my smppet on 

youno- professionals ? I don ' t  want to 
;ee y'""onng stars deprived of_ the chance 
of earning a few ,shekels. I Just want to 
protect youngsters aga inst themselves 
and prevent them igetting swelled �eads. 
There is nothing to be said agamst  a 
boy or g irl earning fees via cxhi?itions 
n nd :-mch-like .  There is everyth ing to 
be said ao-ainst juveniles getting puffed
np notio;s about their own ability and 
thinking that because they're paid to 
p lay they know all the answers . Table 
tennis already has too many swank-pots 
strutting around. Once we let teen
agers be treated likP idoh; ,  we a.ll_ow 
them to lose their sense of- proport10n 
and become intolerable egoists. 

From Eddie Bubley, brother of glove
wearing Ernie ,  comes a whispe_r _that his 
professional scheme, first publicised two 
:vears ago, is to be resuscitated. Says 
Eddie, as perky and confident as ever, 
" I 'm still looking for a permanent 
' table tennis palace ' in the West End 
of London, or Central London, and I 
have m ade bookings at halls through
out the country for professional tourna
ments .  My scheme' s  not dead-merely  
biding i t s  time. You' d be surprised at 
the number of famous players interested 
in it . "  O.K., Eddie : we're still wait
ing to see what breaks. 
• Victor Barna has designed a new pair 
of shoes which he hopes to market. 
The rubber sole is designed like a car 
tyre and is non-skid. 

Two lads I expect to see attain inter
national status next season are Len 
Adams and A. R. ( Tony) Miller, both 
of London. Adams gained fame by 
winning the Dai ly M inor national 
tournament and throughout the se�son 
scored some notable victories against 
first-class opponents. He has a match
winning temperament, a sound defence 
and a fine forehand drive. Miller, a 
Surrey representative, is not pretty to 
watch but he is the most dogged, dour 
and determined player in the game, 
relying on a stiff chopped defence, plus 
an extraordinary reach, to see him 
through. He too has ·beaten up some 
men with good reputations and is ready 
for an England badge. Neither Adams 
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Sam Kirkwood 

nor Miller is brilliant, but they're 
damned hard men to beat, as many an 
opponent will tell you with a wry smile. 

That rrrand o ld-timer, Percy Brom
field, 192�-24 English Champion, is sti�l 
doing his stuff. At a South Coast holi
day camp a few weeks back, he ent�red 
tlw table tennis tournament and agamst 
competition from many promising 
youngsters w?lked a:vay . with the 
championship. Pr>rcy 1s still very fit 
and spry and looks good enough to 
carry on for many, many more years to 
come. It ' s good to know that old T . T. 
players, like ancient military men, never 
die. 

Good move on the part of the 
E.T.T.A. to invite Martin Reisman over 
to participate in November-December' s  
English Open Meeting. The almost 
certain non-appearance of the Hungar
ians and Czechs will make the need for 
a colourful star imperative-and Marty 
is nothing if not colourful, as well as 
being a truly great player. 

The gesture also m eans that the 
Association has  shown itself willing to 
forget the past. It was the E.T.T_.A., 
so you wi l l  remember, who complamed 
to the U.S. T.T .A. abont the behaviour 
of Marty and Dick Miles when they 
were over here in 1949, following which 
protest the boys were suspended. The 
invitation will help to reconciliate the 
parties. Speaking for myself ,  I'm look
ing forward to seeing Reisman in action 
once again and anticipate that he will 
regain the title he won in 1949 and 
which wo1.s won in his absence by 
Richard Bergm:rnn. 

Out  a t  l a st _.. 

THE BOOK YOU'VE 
DEEN \V AITING FOR 
A complete course in table tennis by the 
man Johnny Leach calls " World's No . I 
Table Tennis Coach " and who combines 
a unique knowledge of the science of the 
game with a really remarkable gift for 
making his ideas clear on paper. 

Here in this book is the essence of his 
knowledge from " first steps " to advanced 
play. The Chapter on Mobility and 
Balance represents a new high-level in 
table tennis instruction never before 
attempted, while the word pictures of the 
World Champions and Richard Miles and 
the American game are classic examples of 
the commentary-style lessons which are 
the typical trademark of this author. 136 pages, drawings and photos. 6/- rzet 

* H Ow To GET IT 
from any bookshop, �ookstall, _or newsagent 
who sells books. Gzve the title (Modern 

Table Tennis), the author's name (Carrington), the price (6 /- net), the 
publisher's name (G. Bell & Sons) and if they can't supply from stock they'll 
gladly get it for you without extra charges. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CHAMPIONSHIPS 

THE 28th Annual State Championship 
finals were played on August 3rd, 

1950, in Adelaide, befo�·e a crowd of 
several hundred enthusiasts. In the 
Men' s Singles final R. Mehaffey took 
the first two games but could not res ist 
his opponent, J. Mehaffey, in the last 
three. The crowd were kept on their 
toes with some 'brilliant hard hitting, 
and with a virtual monopoly of net and 
edge balls Mehaffey took t_he title with 
scores of -17, -13, 9, 15, 16. 

In the semi-finals Mehaffey comfort
ably defeated Kriesmanis, while 
Clements was successful against Austra
lian Junior Champion Calonius, who 
took the first game easily and amused 
the crowd with his antics. 

The Women ' s  Singles title went to 
Mrs. Margaret Edwards ,  a senior pen
grip player, Miss Jessie Murdoch , a 
first year " A " grade player. Scores 
17 and 1 7. Miss Felice White (formerly 
Victorian leading woman player) ,  who 
took the maj or title in the City of 
Adelaide Championships held in June, 

was put out in the quarter final by 
Mrs. Edwards .  

I n  the Boys' Junior event P .  Long
hurst was defeated by M. Calonius, 
21-13, 2 1-1 6. The latter played his 
usual " exhibitionist " rgame but was 
cautioned by the referee and faulted by 
the umpire for his service. In the Girls ' 
Junior Championship, Miss A. Snars
kyte, a Baltic player who hit accurately 
from both wings and showed great 
promise for the future, defeated Miss 
J. Millwood, 17, -18, and 6. 
Men 's  Doubles-. 

R. Clements-D. Furze defeated J. 
Mehaffey-R. Richards, 21-15, 19-21, 
21-18, 16-21, 21-14. 
Womian's  Doubles. 

Mrs. ,T. Grae-bner-Miss J. Field de
feated Misses A. Snarskyte-R. Walshe, 
19-21, 21-12, 21-18.  
M'ixed Doubles. 

J. Mehaffey--Mrs. Edwards defe'.1ted 
W. Hodge-Miss F. White, 19-21, 21-18, 
21-16. 
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DAllK GLASSES AND GOOD SIIOTS 
By EDWARD 

(Associate Editor U.S.A . 

T
o begin with� let it be clearly the mine player, there are some who understood that I am just a run of might think I am bragging even to rate myself that high. But as an observer in my six years · as president of the Royal Oak, Michigan, T.T.A., I do feel qualified, if only in a lesser degree, to give some simple advice. Too many of our young players today start out on the wrong foot. Many of them would develop into top class tournament material if only they first learned the fundamentals and were blessed with the services of a good coach, but alas ! that's a big problem. The best coach we have here in America, I think, is John Varga of South Bend, Indiana. John's acid tongue combined with strict disdplinary measures and his kn9wledge of the game have produced some of the best young players we have in America today. Young Gordop. .,B�rclay who was on the American team last season is one of John's proteges. In Britain, no doubt you have many teachers. It was my privilege and pleasure to see one of them, perhaps your best, and his protege, Johnny Leach, 

when they visited Detroit, last April. There is no substitute for a competent instructor and no book can replace properly supervised instruction, so by all means try and secure these services for youngsters if at all possible. The next best thing of course, is to procure a good book and study it step by step. Don't just read it like you would a .novel and then relegate it to the bookcase or magazine rack to gather dust. But read it carefully and put the theory into practice. Analyse your own game, fault by fault, and forget your good shots. I once heard John Varga tell a young player this : -"I am not interested in your good shots, I have dark glasses on when you make them; I want you to count your bad shots and I'll tell you why they are bad." Now I'm going to tell you that the best two books ever published on table tennis by two of the finest gentlemen in the game, whose long experience has given them unlimited knowledge, can be purchased immediately at a very reasonable sum. I refer to "Table Tennis Comes of Age," by our own Sol Schiff, and "Modern Table T�nnis," by your Jack Carrington. I do not propose to discuss t'le me'.its of these books for the purpose of saymg which is best. • Rather, I suggest that if 

J. DICKINSON. 
"Table Tennis Topics"). 
you can afford it, buy both of them, then you will have a blend of table tennis know how that is hard to beat. Having seen these authors play, I know whereof I speak. Too bad that the old guy with the long beard and the scythe is closing in on their table tennis careers. Carrington's footwork and Schiff's tactics are a sight to behold. In any event, every young player and the older ones too, for that matter, will do well to obtain one of these books at his earliest convenience. Get both if you can. If every club on both sides of the Atlantic would be generous enough to place a copy of each of these books in the public library of its locality it would do much to promote our grand old game. Compared to the elegance of some of your writers, I know this article might sound trite, but if other and better artic!es from this side of the "pond" stem from it, I shall feel compensated in that I at • least had a part in starting an exchange of ideas and opinions between two great nations with a lot of things in common through the mediums of "Table Tennis Review," and our own "Table Tennis Topics." 
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HOW TO PLA Y A PENHOLDER 

The first thing to do is to try and 
convert these pesky guys into using 
the tennis grip, then you won't have 
to put up with their screwy style. We 
have a "penholder" in our club and 
he does give the boys a lot of trouble, 
hut I've discovered something he 
doesn't like. I use a deep serve with 
all the chop I can get on it and serve 
this to his backhand corner. To 
return this serve he has to bring his 
arm clear across his body and hit 
with a horizontal stroke instead of a 
vertical one, which is his forte when 
a ball is served straight at him. Try 
and keep the "penholder" off balance 
by serving to the other corner 
occasionally with all the top spin at 
your command. By way of further 
change, serve a slow one _iust over the 
net now and again, and drive only 
when he sets it up high enough; and 
hit quicker than you would against 
an orthodox volley or chop. 

(Ed. Dickinson, "Table Tennis Topics"). 

A Yankee welcome for Leach and Carrington d u ring their American tour. They are to be invited 
again next year. 

ORDER YOUR " REVIEW " 

If you wish to receive regular copies of Table Tennis Review you '.1-re _ advised to ask your newsagent, station bookstall, or spo:ts deale: to order your copies m ad:'ance. If your retailer states he is unable to obtam supplies \\_'e should be grateful if you will contact us, giving his name and address. Postage will be refun�ed. If _YOU have difficulty in obtaining regular copies we shall be pleased to send each issue as 1t appears. 
direct to you by post upon completion of the form below. 

" Table Tennis Review " is published during the first week of the following months : 
September, November, January, March and May. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CUT HERE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

The World's Best Table Tennis Magazine. Published Every Other Month. PRICE 1/-
Please send me a copy of " TABLE TENNIS RE VIEW " for the next five issues for which I enclose a remittance for 5s . 5d. 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Addres'S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please commence ,vith issue date .- . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
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Suspension of B. Be�gniann 
.----READER'S LETTER RECEIVED .. ----. 

I am writing to ask if it would be possible for you to forward me 
reasons why Richard Bergmann was suspended indefinitely from all 
active play by the l .T.T.F. I can assure you that when I heard this 
bad news I was shocked to think that a player of his calibre should be 
treated thus, although I must admit I am not in possession of all the 
facts regarding this drastic action. I have spoken to quite a number of 
table tennis players on this subject and the general opinion is that the 
l.T.T.F. has lost a great deal of prestige. I maintain Bergmann to be 
the absolute master of table tennis and to suspend h im is to severely 
wound the game which is just beginning to catch the public eye. 
B. Stuart Morgan, Crick House, Nr. Chepstow, Mon. 

For the benefit of Mr. Morgan and other readers we are reprinting here the 
circular as issued by the English T.T.A. during June on the subject of Richard 
Bergmann's suspension. 

At the meeting of the Executive Com
mittee of the English Table Tennis 
Association, held on 1 0th June, 1950, 
Richard Bergmann, for breach of regula
tion in respect to a playing trip abroad, 
in despite of pnwious warning, was in
definitely suspended from all participation 
in table tennis, as from 30th June, 1 950. 
Operation of this suspension is requested 
from all Associations in membership of 
the International Table Tennis Federation. 
NOTE FOR INFORMA TION. 

1 .-The regulations of the E.T.T.A. 
provided that players receiving payment 
for play abroad must receive prior per
mission to do so from the E T.T.A. This 
rule is necessary for the protection of 
players themselves, because the regulat'ons 
obtaining abroad in various territories 
\lary, because t'1 � rules of the I.T.T.F. 
ma!<:e visiting players generally liable to 
the regulations obtaining in the territory 
visited, and because the proper observa
tion of this principle is made a responsi
bility of the Association to which the 
visiting players belong. The E.T.T.A. 
has operated its authority under these 
regulations solely to ensure that any visit 
by one of its p1ayers is undertaken with 
the approval of the governing body of the 
country visited. and in no case where this 
approval has been properly forthcoming 
has E.T.T.A. permission ever been refused. 

2.-In the case of the playing tour 
currently undertaken by Bergmann in 
South Africa, permission has neither been 
request�d nor granted. Bergmann knows 
t'1e rule well. He, and he alone among 
English players, has previously infringed 
it, and on this nrevious occasion {in 
respect to play in Switzerland) two years 
a"!o. he wa,;; strongly warned. It was made 
clear to him also at this time that no 

contractual obligation could be held to 
excuse an offence, if the obligation were 
assumed without prior consultation with 
and approval from E.T.T.A. 

3.-There are two Table Tennis Associ
ations in South Africa : - the S.A. 
National T.T. Board, and the S.A.T.T. 
Union, the latter being the body to which 
most former English players emigrating 
to that country adhere. At the last · 
Congress of the I .T.T.F. applications for 
affiliation from both bodies w.:re con-
sidered. The S.A.T.T.U. was held . 
ineligible for affiliation under the rule 
that makes ineligible bodies operating a 
colour bar. The S.A.N.T.T.B., as a body 
complying with the Constitution but not 
effectively controlling all the players in its 
territdry, was admitted not to full member
ship but as a member "in good standing" 
(i.e., without vote). At the same time, in 
order not to exclude members of the 
S.A.T.T.U. from play and d:.1velopment 
through circumstances in their country 
that might be held outside their power to 
change, it was agreed that play might be 
sanctioned between members of the 
S.A.T.T.U. and members of Associations 
affiliated to the I.T.T.F. provided (a) that 
such play had the agreement of the 
S.A.N.T.T.B. or (b) that, if such 
agreement were unreasonably with
held, such . play had the consent 
of the Advisory Committee of the 
I.T.T.F. At the same time it was recom
mended that the two bodies (S.A.N.T:T.B. 
and S.A.T.T.U.) should set up a joint 
machinery for consultation on matters of 
common interest (both had intimated in 
writ ing their willingness to do so). These 
decisions of the I.T.T.F were unanimous. 
The rules of the J.T.T.F. preclude the 
recognition of two separate member 

28 

authorities in one territory, for the PROTEST----o bvious reason that, without any apparatus ----
for co-ordination, the plans of the one 
might constantly conflict with the arrange- By PATRICIA J .  HENLEY 
ments of the other. 

4.-The present Bergmann tour i s  
organised by a member of the S.A.T.T.U. 
and m.:mbers of the S.A.T.T.U. are parti
cipating. In spite of the I.T.T.F. decisions 
(duly communicated to the S.A.T.T.U.) 
no attempt appears to have been made 
by the organiser or anyone on behalf of 
the S.A.T.T.U.  to approach the S.A.N. 
T.T.B. in respect to any aspect of the 
arrangements or to ascertain whether 
these conflict in any way with any 
intentions or interests of the S.A.N.T.T.B. 
Nor has any approach been made by 
either lhe organiser or the S.A.T.T.U. to 
the E.T.T.A. in an endeavour to regularise 
Bergmann's position. Immediately the 
projected visit was brought to E.T.T.A's 
attention, Bergmann was made fully aware 
that his visit would b;! sanctioned only if 
the arrangements had the agreement of 
the S.A.N.T.T.B. A few days only before 
leaving England, some time after all 
arrangements had been completed and 
announced in the South African press, 
Bergmann, using the address of the offices 
of the E.T.T.A., cabled to the S.A.N. 
T.T.B. for permission, which replied 
expressing reproach that it should be 
treated in thi s  way, stating that it gave 
. agreement "under duress," and explaining 
that it did not wish to be thought obstruc
tive or ready to abuse its privilege of 
membership of the I.T.T.F. (it should be 
made clear on behalf of the S.A.N.T.T.B. 
that at no time has that body objected to 
the Bergmann tour or requested any 
disciplinary action against him). Berg
mann was at once informed that an 
"agre;:;ment" of this kind and obtained in 
this way was far from satisfactory and 
would be unlikely to suffice to secure 
permission for his proposed visit, with 
which he nevertheless .proceeded. 

It should be repeated, in conclusion, 
Bergmann has neither formally requested, 
nor received, permission from the E.T.T.A. 
for the paid tour on which he is now 
engaged in South Africa, in breach of 
E.T.T.A. regulation and in despite of 
warning. Disregard of the suspension by 
any players who may henceforward parti
cipate with Bergmann is l iable to place in 
jeopardy their position in relation to the 
E.T.T.A. and 1.T.T.F. The date for initial 
operation of the suspension is therefore 
chosen in order that these may have 
adequate notice: 

(E.T.T.A . Press Circular). 

(South African T.T - )  

During the past six months two tours 
were made in South Africa by English 
players, the first by Alec Brook and 
Stephen Boros and the second by �ichard 
Bergmann accompanied by ,top South 
African players. Because the organisation 
that obtained Bergmann's services operates 
a colour bar, whereby no natives are 
allowed to participate, this world famous 
player was suspended and deprived of the 
means of his livelihood. 

Perhaps the authorities would not have 
been so hasty if they had realised that 
Bergmann is perhaps the b.:st ambassador 
that could have been sent to South Africa 
to further the cause of table tennis. In 
any · case the colour bar has • to be 
complied with owing to the laws of the 
country. 

N � arly all the matches and exhibitions 
that were played by Brook and Boros, and 
Bergmann, were put on in the local 
cinema or town hall and the audiences 
were exceptionally impressed to see the 
speed at which the game can be played. 
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THE 

BRIAN KENNEDY 
A U T O G R A P H E D  

BAT 
Price 7 /6d Specially designed to ensure the smooth working of both forehand and backhand attack whilst being equally efficient in defence. 

From all Lead£ng Sports Outfitters. 

MADE BY : 

R .  T .  DEWHI RST & SON 

SPORTS GOODS MANUFACTURER 

1 51 Dirkhill Rd., Bradford, Yorks. 



Hungarian Table Tennis 
By NEIL STEWART 

(A Recent Visitor to Hungary)  

T ABLE-TENNIS bids to  compete with football as Hungary's most popular sport. The Hungarian Table-Tennis Association recently announced that its lists contained 34,000 regist�red players in the twenty branch associations. Of these 800 are ranking players. Five thousand eight hundred and fifty teams, of which 600 were women, competed for the 1950 championship. Hungary has a population of eight million. Multiply the above figures by six and you have a rough figure for comparison with table-tennis in Britain. It is not surprising that Hungary occupies such an important place in the tabletennis world. Table-tennis has become a really mass sport in the last fiv., years. Between 1947 and 1950 the National Sports Office distributed a thousand table-tennis tables free of charge to local associations, and the Trade Union Council gave nearly three thousand tables and over a hundred thousand balls to the various youth organisations. Today there are over three thousand places where table-tennis can be played in factori3-S, offices, State farms and tractor stations, and in clubs. During the next five years this number will be doubled. During 1950 it is planned to make five thousand tables and a million balls. In July sports gear factories announced that 
* 

L E G  A L  

F O R 

BO N A - F I  D E  

C L U B S 

2,400 tables and 600,000 balls had been produced in thei first six months of the year. In Hungary, individual and team championships are played in three different categories. These are classes lA, lB, II and Ill. Each class lists its best players separately. If a player wins his class championship twice in succession, he advances to the next class. The ord�r of precedence among topranking players was recently published by the Hungarian Table-Tennis Association, and goes as follows : -Men : Ferenc Sido, Janos Kocian, Ferenc Soos, Kalman Szepesi, Elemer Gyetvai and Laszlo V arkonyi. Women : Gizi Farkas, Rozsi Karpati, Baba Kiraly, Edith Sagi, Erzsebet Merzei, Gizella Simon. Hungarians expect more and more people to take up table-tennis during the next few years. The addition of electric light and other facilities to village life is expected to attract many more to the game. Great emphasis is laid on correct training both for experienced and new players. lt is aimed to bring the standard of play of the country associations closer to the level of Budapest players, and coaches will be sent to village and provincial towns. 
Send for price list 
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: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  
By EDWIN G.  VOLLER . 0 NE of the troubles of our club-room is that it is so overcrowded. A large piano is situated in one corner of the room, in another is a large cup-board, and in yet another weird piece of furniture, which looks extremely like a table. (Last month I discovered it was a table). With so many things around it is not surprising that our table-tennis balls are continually getting mislaid. For a time we even employed a cat to search for the balls at a wage of two whitings per week. He always had a desire to better himself, however, and eventually left for a nearby cante;n, where whale-meat was continually on the menu. The fact that the cat had left us pla_ced us in something of a quandary, and during the past few weeks we have been looking for the bails ourselves. Matters came to a head in the knock-out tournament last week. John Jones, our No. 3, placed a ball well out of the reach of his oppnent, and the ball banged against the side of the wall and rolled underneath the piano. As the piano is extremely heavy, it needed about four chaps to move it. Perhaps I should state here that the fact that I dropped my side of the piano on the fingers of our best opponent was entirely an accident. I mention this because I am surprised at the number of suspicious-minded people about. Having lifted the piano, we discovered a narrow hole in the floorboards. With the help of a match we could see a ball lying at the bottom. I placed my arm through the hole, and just managed to grip the ball. Then began the tricky • job of getting my arm out again. "I can't move it, " I said, tugging for all I was worth. "The blessed thing's got stuck." A quarter of an hour's pulling had no result, so there was nothing for it but to take up the floorboards. This took about an hour. I was then able to produce the precious ball. When we looked at it we had a shock. It was a cracked old thing which had obviously b:!en down the hole for months. The proper ball was found behind a radiator five minutes later. 
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The Threat of Suspens ion 
Being a further instalment 

WHEN the 1 930 season opened I was 
looking forward to another good 
year following my success in 1 929. 

However such was not the case to be. In fact it was one of my worst seasons. In 
the world's singles title I lost in an early 
round to the fifth Hungarian p!ayer. 
Perhaps my anxiety to taste night life 
affected my performances but the possib
ility of being a little too confident cannot 
be overlooked as a contributary factor. 

In 1 930 I did manage to win two 
world's titles, both doubles, the men's 
with Victor Barna, and the mixed with 
Maria Medyanski. Barna won the singles 
title that year. It was a bitter pill for me 
when I was ranked Number 3 in the 
world after such a season the year before, 
but it proved a good lesson, one that I 
would never forget. From then on I took 
my practice a lot more seriously and in 
doing so mv determination was greater 
than ever before. 

The 193 1 season proved a very success
ful one, the World Championships being 
held again in Budapest and playing in my 
native city gave me added confidence. I 
took the wor1d singles titb from Victor 
Barna in straight games, only having 
dropped one game on my way to the 
final. I made it a tr;ple win for the year 
as I retained my men's and mixed doubles 
crowns, my oartners again being Barna 
and Medyanski . A few weeks after the 
world's titles Victor Barna and myself 
visited England for the English titles. In 
those days the English titles were .iust 
beginning to gain the importance they 
have there days. Overseas players were 
addin_g glamour to the events which were 
one of the most sought after of al l  titles. 
My further victories in . the English Men's 
singles and doubles played at Liverpool 
added to mv already growing list of inter
national crowns. Barna and myself again 
fought the final of the singles and for the 
second time in the season I won in straight 
games. This had been a wonderful visit, 
the English people, players and officials 
all giving us a wonderful time. On our 
return to Hungary we played in the 
national championships and I was a triple 
crown winner, winning the singles from 
Victor. To complete the season I also 
visited Austria and Czechoslovakia adding 
their singles titles to my l ist. It had 
proved a splendid season for me and the 
serious attitude with which I had prepared 
for the various matches had certainly 
proved that I had to earn the laurels I 
was after. It was not sufficient to be a 
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in the table tennis career of 
M I C H AEL S ZABADOS 

(ex World Champion). 

top class player, even these players can be 
easily eliminated if they take 1t too easy, 
as I had sorrowfully learned the season 
earl ier. 

My success at table tennis also was to 
help me in another sphere. I had for 
several years harboured an ardent desire 
to continue my studying outside my own 
country. My mother, as a reward for my 
efforts in table tennis, allowed me to 
proceed to the Berlin University. From 
then on I had to stand on my own two 
feet and I felt very proud of my new 
found independence. To supplement my 
allowance J was permitted to accept a 
position which had been open to me for 
sometime, in a large table tennis saloon 
in Berlin, and so the evenings saw me 
there and my pockets saw the silver lining. 

The following year the Championships 
were held in Prague. Since the commence
ment of the World Title series Hungary 
had dominated all . events, the Swaythling 
Cup as well as the individual events. 
Czechoslovakia had became our closest 
rivals, although it was not until 1 932 that 
we had anv trouble retaining the cup. 
The tremendous national enthusiasm that 
the Czech team had in Prague must have 
been a great help to them in winning the 
Swaythling Cup as the final of the world's 
singles was again fought for by Barna 
and myself. So after hold the Swaythling 
Cup for five times Hungary finally lost it 
to Czechoslovakia. In the final of the 
men's singles Barna and myself had 
another terrific struggle. I had a great 
chance to take the crown again as I led 
2-1 in games and 1 9-16 in the fourth. 
However I lost the fourth in an advantage 

gam� but in the fifth bu�lt up another 
winn ing lead of 7-0. This was the end 
of my lead and as the match progressed 
l was slowly losing my early big lead and 
the match went to Victor. Victor and 
myself won the world doubles again for 
the fourth time in as many years. Another 
visit to England was a highlight of this 
season for me, the records show I won the 
English singles but I can't remember too 
much about the championships. I think 
I beat one of the top English stars in the 
final after scoring over one of the Czech 
touring players in the semi. I also w�n 
the Mixed with my old partner Mana 
Medyanski. I can remember that I h<1;d 
another good trip and that as always m 
England I was looked after in royal st�le. 

On my return home I formed a tourmg 
team w;th Laszlo Bellak and we proceeded 
to do an e<xtensive tour of Germany, 
little realising at the time the trouble it 
would cause us. Our itinerary included 
several towns that, at that time were not 
affiliated with the German Table Tennis 
Association. As a result Sandor Glanz 
and Stephen Boros came into the Hun�ar
ian team for the next world champion
ships. Both Laszlo and myself were un�er 
threat of suspension and the Hunganan 
Association feared we might be disquali
fied left us out of the team which was 
to attempt to regain the Swaythling Cup. 
So I was a spectator at the 1933  world 
carnival. Hungary retained the Swaythling 
Cup and Victor Barna the �en's. Si_ngles. 
It was Victor's third successive wm m the 
World Singles, truly a great performance. 
Hungary had again placed h�rself at_ �he 
top of the world of table tenms, a position 
meaning so much to quite a lot of people, 
but especially a lot for a small group of 
us who fought for it. 

During that year I received much advice 
to leave Germany, many of my friends 
at the University advising me to take my 
leave when Hitler came into pow�r. So 
in 1 933  I left Germany and went to Paris 
where I was to live for the next two years. 
I had to learn the French language b�fore 
I could move freely and for a while I 
had to mark time. It was at the basement 
saloon of Marcel Corbillion, the donor of 
the now famous Corbillion Cup, where I 
was employed. This was truly a wonder
ful place for table tenn is. Over 60 tables 
in a setting table tennis players dream 
about. I cannot say too much about t�e 
help and assistance clubs such as this 
have done for table tennis. The many 
saloons throughout Europe attracted 
countless players and gave . them _the 
opportunity to play and practice agamst 
all types of players, at any time. T�e 
advantage countries who have, public 
clubs open to anyone is tremendous. 

NEVER GIVE UP ! 
A match is never won until the final 

score is reached.  If you ever have mis
givings on this point then keep Berg
mann ' s record firmly fixed in your mind . 
Here it is : 

19!38-Wemhley : Vana led 2 games to 
ni l  and 15-12 ,  Bergmann won . . 1946-Paddington : Andreadis led 2: 
games to 1 and 20-17, Bergmann.,won . 

194·6-Paddington : Slar led 2 games 
to 1 and 20-18, Bergmann won . 

1948-Wembley :  Andreadis led 2 
games to 0 and 19-16, Bergmann won . 

1949-Utrecht : Haguenauer led 2 
games each and 18-11 ,  Bergmann won . 

1950-Budapest : Tnrnovsky led 2 
games each and 1 1-4, Bergmann won . 

195O--- Budapest : Vana led 2 games 
each and 18-14, Bergmann won . 

1950-Budapest : Soos led 2 games to 
nil ,  Bergmann won . r - - - - - - - - -, 

CALL I N G  A L L  U M P I R ES ! 
I I YO U are in charge of the game, not 

I 
the players. Insist on all rules being 
observed. Players have no right to 

I 
alter or ignore rules even by mutual 
consent. 

I A USTRALIAN Parkside T.T.A . I; 

L - - - - �ee� �s �ee� 
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NEWS from 

WE in Scotland feel that we can face 
the new term with confidence. Our 

numerical strength continues on the up
grade and our playing standard shows 
definite signs of improvement as was 
revealed by our showing in the Inter
national field last season when we faced 
a strong English side at St. Andre�'s 
Halls, Gla�gow. We lost this match 
2-7, but those present agreed that the 
final score might j ust as easily have 
been 4-5. Inspired by this partial 
success we sent a young team to face 
Ireland where we experienced the thrill 
of our first ever Intenational win by 
6-3. 

Unfortunately two of that successful 
team will not be available for the coming 
season, as Alan Glass, of Hamilton, and 
Alex Metcalfe, of Glasgow, will be 
otherwise occupied, the former with 
final year studies at the University and 
the latter having been called for Mili
tary Service. However, we have a num
ber of promising youngsters who, with 
a little experience, should prove worthy 
of 'national honours in the near future. 

In order to gain that experience we 
are sending a fe.w lads to London in 
November for the English Open 
Championships and of course our own 
Helen Elliott, holder of the Women's 
World Doubles Title, will be there on 
the invitation of the E.T.T.A. 

The boys to make the trip have not 
yet been chosen, but we propose to hold 
a series of trials during September when 
the lucky youngsters should emerge 
from the following list : Billy McCand
lish, Jacky Halpert and Monty McMil
lan, of Glasgow, Alex Morton and 
Johnny Braithwaite, of Hamilton, and 
A .  Laidlaw, Edinburgh. There may be 
others capable of springing a surprise 

SCOTLAND 
in the trials and if so it 's all to the· 
good. Negotiations are proceeding at 
the moment with regard to International 
fixtures and open Tournaments, and. 
provisional dates are, Scotland v. Ire
land at Dunoon in December, Scotland. 
v. Wales at Edinburgh in February, 
while we are hoping to hold our Scottish. 
" Open " at Butlin's  Camp, Ayr, early 
in May, but, of course, all these dates, 
are still subjects for discussion and'. 
definite information will be given when 
agreement is reached by all parties. 

On the administrative side of the· S. 'I.1.T.A. there have been a couple of 
changes. ' ' Bob ' '. Stewart, for many 
years our very efficient and popular Hon . 
Secretary, is succeeded in office by Jack. 
Muir, last year's  West of Scotland 
League President, but Bob is not lost to, 
truble tennis as he is now President of 
the parent body and will assuredly fiU 
that position with distinction .  We are, 
looking forward to the opening of the· 
new season, knowing that we will meet, 
old and new friends among the grandest: 
people on earth-table tennis players. 
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T O M S 
for the F INEST 

l ABlE TENNIS EQUIPMENT 
each 

" Cl u b  " Model T.T. Bat 4/9 
" Special " Model T.T. Bat 5/-
T.T. Bat to specification . . . 6/6 
T.T. Bat re-rubbered 3/-
Rubber,  fast or med. (2 sq uares) 2/-

1 i n .  Tol!l rnament T. T. Tab le  
with turned l egs £30 

½ i nch Ply-top tab les . . .  • . .  £20 
(Fi n ished i n  matt cel l u lose). 

T .T . Tab les re-sp rayed . . .  from £7 

Money back guarantee 
Special Terms for Club Secretar1es. 

J. G. TOMS, 

1 8, Norbett Road , Arnold,  Notts. 



County Championships Line-up 
By STANLEY H. KEMPSTER 

WITH the entry of Glamorgan in  the 
National County Championships, 

this competition has now spread beyond 
the borders of England and an Inter
national flavour is added to the competi
tiot1. The application of Glamorgan 
necessi tatcd an alteration to the Rules 
which originally permitted only  counties 
in membership with the K'l' . T .A.  to 
participate. 

Another alteration to the Rules, which 
shoulcl add to the interest of the com
petition, now automatically relegates 
the bottom team in the Premier Divi
sion. In p revious ?'ears , the highest 
teams in the Regional D ivisions have 
had the right to play off and challenge 
the lowest county in the Premier Divi
.sion and to date ,  Yorkshire have suc
cessful ly withstood this challen.ge during 
the past three Seasons, last year defeat
ing the East Anglian County ,  Cam
·bridgeshire .  

The constitution of the Premier and 
Northern Divisions again remain as last 
year, ,but the return of Lancashire and 
Cheshire to the Regional Competition, 
has increased the strength of the North 
2.\1idland Division from 4 to 7 by the 
addition of these two Counties and 
Nottinghamshire . Essex leave the 
Home Counties Division and now play 
in the East An,glian, and the formation 
of the new South-Western Division 

· necessitates the withdrawal of Middle
sex from the East Anglian, and Devon 
from the Southern to join the new teams 
from Glamorgan and Warwickshire . 

The appearance of Middlesex in a 
South-Western Division would appear to 
be geographically wrong, but the finan
cial obl igations involved i n  travelling 
long distances, prevent counties, situ
ated in more favourable pos itions, from 
competing in thi s Division. This new 
Division, with Devon, last year's chal
lengers for the Premier Division, and 
Glamorgan, fielding probably a team of 
Welsh Internationals, will have a high 
standard of play, and Middlesex, with 
some 9 or 10 Internationals to call upon, 
are i n  the fortunate position of being 
able to field even a Regional team of 
high standard with a definite " box 
office " appeal. 

Bedfordshire have found it necessary 
to withdraw from the Junior Division, 
but the re-entry of Cambridgeshire, 
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who last year were unable to raise a 
team, keeps the strength of this Divi
sion to 6. An encouraging aspect i s  
the formation of a supplementary 
Western section of this Divis ion com
posed of teams from Gloucestershire, 
Glamorgan and Nottinghamshire. 

Prospects ! Well, your guess is as 
good as mine .  Middlesex, who last 
year carrierl nff the honours in the 
Premier, Junior and East Anglian Divi
sions, 1s now no longer interested in  the 
latter and may have difficulty in retain
ing the other two titles. Essex, winners 
last year of the Horne Counties Divi
sion, should this year take the East 
AngUan Ti tle and may carry off the 
Premier Division honour .  Northumber
land should again lead the Northern 
Division and Surrey may this  year take 
the .Southern Title,  unless Hampshire 
can regain her previous form. The new 
South-Western,  the North-Midland and 
the Home Counties are al l Divisions in 
which, at this stage, the true strength 
is not known and the result is extremely 
open. 

S MALL A DVERTISEM ENTS 

Small advertisements can now be accepted 
at the rate of threepence per word, minimum 
eighteen words. Box Number 6d. extra. 

LEGAL FUND Raisers. Send for our 
free offer to Sports Clubs. Ascot Press, 5, 
Ingkton Street, London, S.W.9. Bri 6794. 

MEMORY.-Use Mnemonicons for 
platform, stage, study, daily routine. 
Apply for The Gigantic Device, 5s. 
(Mnemo, Room u (TTR), 3, Bloomsbury 
Street, London, W.C.1). 

FOR SALE. I pre-war Jaques Table, 
good condition, £22 IOs., or near offer. 
Stanbridge, 73, Windermere Road, 
Coulsdon, Surrey. 

TABLE TOP ; full s ize ; beautifully 
made by craftsman ; unpainted ; never 
used, £10. Vickers, Vicarage, Little 
Wymondley, Herts. 

,,:::::,::::::����!'':;�!.!!!:�:���!I!!:;:::::::::: ,: 
· ·=·):··· 

and 

VIENNA 1 950/51 
BARNA TABLE TENNIS BALLS 

exclusively adopted 

TABLE TENNIS EQUIPMENT by Vnnlop 
D u n l o p  S p o r t s  Com p a n y  L i m i t e d  • 1 9 / 2 0  N e w  B o n d  S t r e e t  • L o n d o n ,  W . I 

S0S/TT6C 

FOR 

T A B L E  T E N N I S  
T A B L E S  

A.P.A.S. "EXCEL" 

r in. Top, 6 Leg 
base . Ex-\1 orks 

£ 2 6 - 1 0-0 
(As used in Lanca hire Open 
and North of England Open 
Championships). 

-=PHONE :==

MAin 

1 1 92 and 

5770 

A.P.A.S. 

" STANDARD " 

½ in . Top, 4 Leg 

Base. Ex-Works 

£ 1 8- 1 0-0 

THE E PRICES A PPLICA BLE A T  TIME O F  INSERTION. 

A. PELLOWE & SONS LTD. 
ASHTON ROAD OLDHAM 



J A Q U E S  

I l lustrat ing Jaques Tou rnament Table Tennis Table  as used for 

WORLD CH-AM PIONS H I PS 

JAQU ES CLU B ·TiOU RNAM ENT TABLES 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

1 11 (nominal) with Jaques Superfast ce llu lose p layi ng su rface. The playing 
surfaces of these tables are in·every way equal to our pre-war Tourna
ment Table. Fitted with eight square-sect ioned fold ing legs. Each £40 

� I n cl ud ing carriage and purchase tax. 

D O U BLE R U BBER BATS OF QUALITY 

" Haydon " 1 0/- each " Hyde n 8/3 each 
" Terna " 9/3 each " Bu l l " 1 0/- each 

" Pi n kie Barnes " 6/6 each.  
Obtainable from al l  good sports dealers. 

JOHN JAQUES &· SON LTD .  
White Heather Works Thornton Heath 
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